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Town Of Oracle - Old Hat District Mining 



Oracle was founded in the late 1870s by prospecting miners and grew into a community hub for several 
mining districts- the Old Hat, American Flag, Campo Bonito, Apache Group, Mammoth, Oracle Ridge and 
others. Oracle is tucked away into the hills of the northern side of the Santa Catalina Mountains, about 40 
miles northeast of Tucson. Today, several thousand people call Oracle home. In this photograph, the Oracle 
Inn Steak House (center) has been a popular diner and bar for decades. 
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A view of the north side of the Santa Catalina Mountains near Oracle, Arizona. The town of Oracle became 
home to several early American mining districts in the late 1870s. 


T ucked into the hills of the 
northern range of the Santa 
Catalina Mountains is the 
town of Oracle. Originally, it started 
in the 1870s as an outpost for local 
prospectors and mining groups. 


As more residents settled in Oracle, extensive 
mining operations were set up around the 
growing town to further explore and exploit 
the veins of minerals running through the 
mountains. 



Some of the big producing mines in the Old 
Hat District near Oracle endured well into the 1900s. One of the Oracle deposits 
developed into the mining town of San Manuel. The San Manuel copper mine, northeast 
of Oracle, became the largest, underground producing copper and gold mine in the state. 
One of the by-products of copper is gold. According to a U.S. report on the San 


According to David Ridinger, former president of the San Manuel Mine in 1985, it was “by far the 
largest underground mine in the state.” From Going for Gold: The history of Newmont Mining 
Company, by Jack H. Morris. University of Alabama Press, 2010. Page 95. 
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Manuel Mine in 1988, thirty five thousand ounces of gold and silver were produced each 
year through a filtering process. 



A view of Oracle looking northwest towards American Avenue. The Oracle Inn restaurant sign is on the upper 
left. This photo is taken from the top of one of the summit peaks. 


Like most small towns Oracle has had its own history and legends. Oracle was built for 
the miners who worked nearby during the late 1870s. New mineral discoveries brought 
many enterprising miners to the hills tucked into the northern edge of the Santa Catalina 
Mountains. 


1,47 “Site Visit Report: San Manuel Facility Magma Copper CompanyU.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Office of Solid Waste. 1992. Page 3-52. 
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Christmas in The Desert 
& The founding Oi Oracle 


C anadian prospector Albert Weldon made a trip around South 
America aboard his uncle’s ship the Oracle to the deserts of 
southwestern United States in 1877. 

His journey brought him to Tucson where he joined with James Lee, from Ireland, and 
Alexander McKay, from Scotland, to prospect for gold and silver on the north side of the 
Santa Catalina Mountains. They found that- and more. 


Shortly after his arrival, Weldon staked a 
claim for the Oracle mine in 1877. He 
named it after the ship that brought him 
around Cape Horn to the U.S. 

That next year Weldon told McKay how to 
get out to the mine and the natural spring 
just above it. ' ,?l] 95 Eventually, Oracle 
would become the name of the new 
community north of Tucson. 

In 1878 with two burros McKay ventured 
alone from Tucson into the northern slope 


“The ship Oracle, Captain Monison, from San Francisco, January 18 th (1883), for Liverpool, was 
wrecked off Cape Horn and part of the crew drowned.” Arizona Weekly Citizen, April 21, 1883. Also, the 
Oracle was built in Bath. Maine and launched on October 3, 1876, from 
http://www .florenceaz .org/visitor/pinal .htm 

Reminiscences of Alexander McKay as told to Mrs. George F. Kitt. Based on an interview with 
Alexander McKay and Mrs. Catherine Moss, March 14, 1936. Oracle Historical Society. 


Description of Early History of Oracle, from the Town of Oracle. 
http://www.oracletown.com/history.html 

The History of The Lower San Pedro Valley in Arizona, by Bernard W. Muffley. Thesis. Department of 
History, University of Arizona, 1938. Page 37. 
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of the Catalina Mountains and encountered Indians. McKay said one Indian approached 
and called himself, “George, Eskiminzin’s man. Eskimizin was the notorious Apache 
chief. He warned McKay that Eskimizin and other men were coming. They did show up, 
with women and children, and asked for flour. They camped nearby a nervous McKay 
that night. One story relates that it was an Indian who told McKay about minerals in 
the area. 

In May, 1878, Lee and Charles Franklin made a discovery of free gold while Lee was 
building a road to the pine timber in the mountains. The ore is “full of free gold and is 
reported to be very plentiful-judged by the surface prospects.” " 

After some other prospecting that November, 1878, Albert Weldon sold two hundred feet 
of his claim, the Exchequer Mine, to C.H. Wheeler and A.J. Doran for $100. 

The next month Lee was still collecting “large quantities of decomposed quartz, gold 
predominating.” Tucson pioneer Samuel Hughes staked the Esperanza Mine nearby after 
assays from the ore were into the “thousands.” 957 

On Christmas Day 1878, Weldon and his partner McKay located some ore and made a 
claim to the Christmas gold mine. Then one week later, on New Year’s Day 1879, they 
staked a claim for the New Years mine, just north of the Christmas. Both mines were 
located within the present day town of Oracle. 

Nearby, Weldon began a bush mining camp, called Weldon’s Camp, that had an 
abundant supply of timber and water available. A spring soon to be used as a grotto was 
included. A tri-weekly stage brought mail from Tucson to the camp. 


This Eskiminzin was the notorious Aravaipa Apache chief born in 1828 and died in 1894. 
Eskiminzin. the Aravaipa Apache chief, reportedly laid in wait and had wounded both Kennedy and Israel 
in 1870, among other offenses. 

1 Reminiscences of Alexander McKay as told to Mrs. George F. Kitt, 1936. 

955 Arizona Weekly Citizen, May 17, 1878. 

956 “Real Estate Transfers,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, November 23, 1877. 

The Arizona Weekly Citizen, December 14, 1878. 

The History of The Lower San Pedro Valley in Arizona. Page 37. 

Front the Copper Corridor. 

. “OldHat District,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 21, 1880. 
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A year later in November, 1879, Lee and others discovered a ledge of mineralized rock. 
An assay of part of the stone returned $80.43 in silver and $201.50 in gold. Along with 
the new residents, came stories of even greater riches hidden in the mountains. 

In 1879 McKay said he built the first house in Oracle. It was a one-room adobe for 
Weldon and himself. Another account credits James Lee with constructing the first 
permanent house. 

The Oracle mining property, now owned by Lee and Mayor Robert Leatherwood, was on 
the same ledge and south of the Christmas mine. It had a fifty foot shaft, but no work was 
being conducted. The purchasing parties forfeited their $40,000 bond. The nearby 
Christmas Mine, owned by McKay, Weldon & Co., had a sixty foot shaft in a four-foot 
vein of gold quartz. 

One report said that James Lee had “grubstaked” one of Weldon's mines. Lee purchased 
the mines of Weldon & Co. in March, 1880. Both Weldon and Lee together struck a 
rich load in the Lee Mine, on the ledge near the Summit House, a month earlier. 

The Christmas Mine, owned by McKay, Weldon & Co., held a four-foot vein of gold 
quartz, but they tapped into an underground stream and struck water at forty feet deep 
and flooded the shaft. They abandoned the dig. Instead McKay laid a four-and-a-half 
mile pipe down the mountainside, built a house on the mesa, and started a sheep ranch. 

An excavation into solid rock about twelve by twenty feet provided cold, clear water 
from the natural flowing spring at Weldon’s Grotto. When U.S. Mineral Surveyor 


961 “NewDiscovery,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, November 8, 1878. 

Reminiscences of Alexander McKay as told to Mrs. George F. Kitt, 1936. 

Tam Blake & Co.. By Jim Hewitson. Page 90. 

The History of The Lower San Pedro Valley in Arizona. Page 37. It was located across the wash 
southwest of the present library building, according to Ms. Moss’ account. 

915 “Embryo Bonanzas,” The Arizona Weekly Citizen, March 27, 1880. 

“Old Hat District, Remarkably Good Prospects and Development in that Locality,” Arizona Weekly 
Citizen, February 28, 1880. 

96 Tam Blake & Co.. By Jim Hewitson. Page 90. 
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Solomon Allis and Mayor Leatherwood made a tour of the mines and camp, they noted 
seeing ruins on the southern summits of the Catarinas. 968 

Lee and Leatherwood owned the Oracle claim but in a possible misprint or confusion of 
spelling, the local newspaper reported that the ‘Oricle’ (sic) claim in the Santa Catarinas 
was sold in April, 1880, by James Lee and Mayor Leatherwood. The newspaper may 
have meant the Oracle claim. The buyers, unnamed eastern capitalists, reportedly paid 
$100,000. The croppings were ten to forty feet wide, and assays showed from $50 to 
$1,400 per ton. 969 

That summer a successful Wily Box sold his mine of the same name- an extension of the 
Oracle claim- for several thousands of dollars. 


In February, 1881, Peter Loss was appointed postmaster in Tucson and James Bronson 
was appointed postmaster in Oracle. 


By the fall of 1881, at least eight operating mining claims were operating in the area- the 
Oracle, Christmas, Merrimac, Valleco, 9 Tiger, Fashion, Gypsy, and the Mexican. 

The Richardson Mining Company of New York purchased the nearby American Flag 
mine, and the Oracle camp, in early 1881 for $100,000 and had forty men at work.' 

That year Frank Shultz first located the nearby Mammoth Mine. 


968 “OldHat District,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 21,1880. 

969 “Sold for $100,000,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, April 5, 1880. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, August 14, 1880. 

971 “Among the postal changes for weekend ending January 30 th ” Peter H. Loss, Postmaster at American 
Flag (Pima County) and James Bronson, postmaster at Oracle (Pima County); Stone Cabin (Pima 
County) John P. Zimmerman, postmaster. Arizona Weekly Citizen, February 6, 1881. 

It was closed July 16, 1890. “The Story of Oracle’s Post Offices,” Oracle Historical Society and 
Acadia Ranch Museum. 

Owned by Judge Robinson, W. A. Fowler and others. “A Fine Claim,” Weekly Arizona Weekly 
Citizen, September 18, 1880. 

14 “OldHat. A Citizen’s Correspondent Visits the Santa Catarinas, and Relates Much That is Pleasant- 
Some Very Fine Claims and Their Owners, Weldon’s Camp” Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 30, 1881. 

The History of the Lower San Pedro Valley in Arizona, page 25. 

971 ’ Arizona Weekly Citizen, August 1, 1891. 
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Weldon eventually sold one-third of the Christmas mine and other Old Hat mines to 
McKay in May, 1881, for $2,000. 977 978 

A second shaft in the Oracle was sunk in August and the prospects looked promising, 
according to Prof. Cooke, the Superintendent of the Oracle and American Flag Mines. 
Another lucky strike in the Oracle was made in mid-October during the night shift. The 
soft chunky rock was estimated to contain $20 per ton in gold and silver. 

Besides the haul taken from the mines, smart miners bonded or sold their property while 
the values were still high. 


“County Recorder’s Office, Deeds for Mines,” The Citizen, May 1, 1881. 
“Deeds for Mines,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, May 1, 1881. 

919 “Items from Old Hat," Arizona Weekly Citizen, August 7, 1881. 

9X0 “Strike in the Oracle,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, October 16, 1881. 
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peppersauce Canyon- A Spicy Mystery 

P eppersauce Canyon is a popular public camping and hiking spot 
tucked away in the northern Santa Catalina Mountains, behind 
Oracle and the Old Hat Mining District. The canyon is known 
more for its name and beauty than as a site for mineral deposits. 

The canyon was a comfortable retreat for the laborers from the nearby mines. There were 
several variations how Peppersauce Canyon acquired its name. According to one story in 
the 1880s, prospector Alex McKay stopped there for lunch and left behind his pepper 
sauce bottle. His friends reminded him about it, and he went back to retrieve it. His 
friends teased him by naming the canyon after the incident. 

In another story, McKay secretly stored his cache in the canyon nearby the mining 
camps. One day he discovered his prized bottle of hot sauce missing and he spent days 
searching for it in the canyon. The thief was never caught, but his friends perpetuated the 
name to remind him of his loss. 9 That bottle might still be out there. 

During the 1930s local prospector and pioneer cowboy Buster Bailey, with his brother-in- 
law and several others, worked with a gold mill in the Peppersauce Canyon. When he 
was eighteen or nineteen years old, he hauled ore from the Southern Belle Mine to the 
mill in the Peppersauce Canyon. He spent hours feeding ore into a small crusher. It paid 
off, he said, but they eventually shut it down. Bailey said that “lots of gold (was) taken 
from this mining property. The old boys that did that work sure knew what they were 
doing.” He remembered seeing an old money safe with its door blown off in the canyon 
not far from the Southern Belle mine. 


981 “It’s cool. shady in Peppersauce Canyon,” by Bryan Lee, Tucson Citizen, July 16,2007. 

182 “Peppersauce: A canyon with spice,” Tucson Daily Citizen, January 28, 1972. Peppersauce Canyon is 
11 southeast of Oracle. 

983 “Peppersauce Campground,” Coronado National Forest. 

“The pepper sauce was stolen from their camp. So they called it for this incident,” from “Pepper Sauce 
Wash,” Letter from Frank C. Lockwood, Tucson, 1921. Source “Arizona Place Names,” by Will C. 
Barnes. University of Arizona Bulletin No. 2, 1935 . Page 325. 

185 “Mines of the Catalinas, Old Mines, Lost Mines, Working, Mines Spanish Mines, Mythical Mines,” 
by Buster Bailey. Buster Bailey papers, Arizona Historical Society. 


291 



Treasures of the Santa Catalina Mountains 


The Old Hat Mining District 



This is a collection of old mining equipment and parts of a Spanish arrastra found around the Santa Catalina 
Mountains. An arrastra is a primitive mill used for grinding or pulverizing gold and silver. Often, two or more 
flat-bottomed stones would be placed in a circular pit covered with flat stones. A center post would be 
connected to a long extension. Then, a horse or mule would drag the extended arm around the circle of 
stones to provide the grinding power to crush the ore. Phoenicians also used Arrastras. The Spaniards 
introduced arrastras to New Spain. Arrastras have been found throughout the Santa Catalinas, including the 
sites discussed. Gold ore was usually recovered by amalgamation with quicksilver after it was ground up with 
an arrastra. Photo courtesy of William Carter. 
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W hile Weldon, McKay and Lee were digging around the 
Oracle mine location, a few miles to the east during that 
summer of 1878, W. E. Guild, Louis DePuy (Depew or 
Dupuy), and Mr. Ahern went to enjoy some time in the Catalinas 
and decided to do some prospecting. After nearly three weeks they 
returned to Florence with news of locating several ledges bearing gold 
and silver. 

Isaac Laurin (his name has mistakenly been spelled as Lorrine or Lorraine) 9 located the 
American Flag Mine in the area. Laurin and partner Bill Heneke struck silver and lead; 
that encouraged more prospectors. According to McKay it was Mrs. Laurin who broke 
off a piece of a big white ledge near the American Flag and found “free, coarse, heavy 
gold.” 989 

A historical marker states that Laurin had built an adobe house near the mine about 1877, 
and it served as his residence and headquarters for nearby mining and ranching 
operations.” )l The home later became the first post office. The building still stands as a 
historic structure. Laurin was also one of the founders of the Old Hat District. 9 

A meeting was held at the American Flag mill site on July 22,1878, to form a mining 
district called The Old Hat Mining District. DePuy was appointed Chairman and Guild as 


Depew and Durpuy were used in the newspaper article references below. 

E.O. Stratton may have used the spelling as Lorrine. It is spelled as Laurin. He was born in Montreal, 
Canada and was a French Canadian. Other sources inaccurately claim he was a Frenchman from 
Martinique. From Isaac Laurin and the American Flag, by Catherine H. Ellis. Newsletter of the Oracle 
Historical Society. Volume 5 (2), Fall 2012. 

188 “American Flag Ranch and Acadia Ranch - The Story of Oracle’s Post Offices,” contributed by Oracle 
Historical Society, Arizona Memory Project, Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records. 

Reminiscences of Alexander McKay as told to Mrs. George F. Kitt. 1936. Page 9. 

Historic marker, American Flag Post Office, Oracle, Arizona. This home was built before either 
McKay or Lee’s claim to have built the first house in Oracle- see previous pages. 

American Flag Ranch Post Office #79000426, also known as American Flag Ranch; AR-03-05-05- 

01 . 

Isaac Laurin and the American Flag, by Catherine H. Ellis. Page 3. 
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Secretary. Depuy and Guild filed the first mining claims in the district that November. 

994 


That same month Guild & Co. sold one of its claims and the Old Hat to M.A. Baldwin for 
$1,000 cash. Ore that was assayed from the Old Hat, American Flag, Pioneer, and 
Bandit mines ranged from $75-1,200 per ton in gold and silver. ’ 

Prospects looked so good that in December local capitalists and owners of the Arizona 
and Louisiana Mining Company incorporated the American Flag series of mines. The 
capital was $5 million with one hundred thousand shares of stock at fifty cents apiece. 
M.A. Baldwin served as Superintendent, and Tucsonan Grantville H. Oury was attorney. 

998 


“New Mining Districts,” The Arizona Weekly Citizen, August 2, 1878. The district is bound front the 
Old Camp Grant as the northwest point, down 25 miles along the San Pedro then across to the westerly 
side of the Santa Catarina mountains up along the summit of the mountains until it intersects the Old 
Camp Grant road from Tucson to Old Camp Grant (They sold part of their interest in the Old Hat in 
November for $ 1,000 - The Arizona Weekly Citizen, November 10, 1878). 

The History of the Lower San Pedro Valley in Arizona, by Bernard W. Muffley, 1938. University of 
Arizona, Pages 24-25. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, November 30, 1878. 

996 “Florence Correspondence. The Mining Outlook as it Appears to Some of the Inhabitants of Pinal 
County- Miners in Owl Head and Santa Catarina Mountains,” The Arizona Weekly Citizen, November 
30,1878. 

997 “From Florence. Mining Matters,” Salt River Herald,Maricopa County, A.T., December 14, 1878. 
The tmstees of the company are M.A. Baldwin, James Collingwood, Hon. Granville H. Oury, Hon, J.D. 
Walker, of Florence, and A.B. Seelye, of New Orleans, with the following named officers: Jos. 
Collingwood,president; Jos. Collingwood & Co., treasurers; John J. Devine, secretary; G.H. Oury, 
attorney; and M.A. Baldwin, superintendent. 

The Arizona Sentinel, December 7, 1878. 
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How The Old Hat Hay Have Acquired its Name 

T here are several legends how the area acquired the name Old 
Hat. Traditionally, miners left their hats at the entrance of 
tunnels to alert others that someone was inside. 

According to one tradition, an abandoned old hat was found on the property while it was 
first being prospected; thus it acquired the name. 

A different story told of “tar heels” from North Carolina who settled in this area to 
prospect and farm. They all wore large broad-brimmed white hats that eventually became 
very old and “flopped.” 

Thus their neighborhood was called the old hat settlement. Later, the mining district 
became known as Old Hat.” 999 



The Old Hat Mining District was located east of 
Oracle, on the northeast edge of the Santa 
Catalinas. 


“Nomenclature of Mines,” Bisbee Daily Review, November 18, 1903, page 6. 

Also see Mrs. Lalie C. Dodge, Letter to Dr. Frank Lockwood of Tucson, San Francisco, California, Sep. 
23, 1919; Arizona Blade and the Florence Tribune, Florence, Arizona, Nov. 14, 1903. 
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1880: Prospectors Flood The Old Hat 

T hose two prospectors, the ones who told a newspaper reporter 
in 1880 about their recent discovery of the legendary mine with 
the iron door in the Catalinas, stayed at Martin & Weldon’s 

Camp. 

This newspaper account was the first published story to make reference to the Iron Door 
Mine name. 1000 

The legend of the Iron Door Mine and lost Nine Mile City (Nueva Mia Ciudad) was a 
familiar story to many Arizonans at the time. These stories were backed by embellished 
lore passed down from early Tucson residents. They brought treasure hunters and 
prospectors flocking to the Santa Catalina Mountains in search of the lost mine and the 
abundance of minerals just waiting to be extracted. 

The sale of the American Flag to Robert Leatherwood and Mr. Haskell in July, 1880, was 
sealed for $11,800. Laurin, who was the original locator of the mine two years earlier, 
still maintained mining interests in the area. By August, 1880, the Patton mine, the 
Don Carlos, The Goldtree, the Valacio, the Lucky Mine, and the Emmery Mine were also 
operating in the Old Hat District. The Merrimac, owned by Wily Box and some partners, 
was on the same ledge as the Oracle. Wily sold his interest in the Wily Box mine, an 
extension of the Oracle, and the Tiger Mine, for several thousand dollars that same 
month. The Old Hat Mining District continued to grow. A large number of claims 
were being staked in the area. Over the next decades, the Oracle community would 
serve as a camp for miners working in the surrounding area- Campo Bonito, Apache, 
Oracle Ridge, and Mammoth Mining Districts. 


“The Iron Door and the Nine Mile City of the Santa CatalinasArizona Weekly Star, March 4, 

1880. Also, the Arizona Historical Society has a typewritten copy of that article in its archives, “The 
Mine with the Iron Door & the Nine Mile City of the Santa Catalinas’ (Arizona Weekly Star, Mar. 4, 
1880) COPY: by Mrs. Geo. F. Kitt, Sec’y, Arizona Pioneer Historical Society.” 

“Important Mining Sale,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, July 10, 1880. 

102 “Old Hat District,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, August 7, 1880. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, August 14, 1880. 

One group of mines was owned by Messrs. Heinikie, Laurina and Forbach. Another by Messrs. 

James and Abbott; and others by Mr. D. B. Rea. “Old Hat District,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 21, 
1880. 
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1881: Old Hat Expands, New Claims 

T here were enough men working at the mines by the end of 

January, 1881, that a post office opened at the American Flag. 
Peter Loss was appointed postmaster. James Bronson was 
appointed postmaster in Oracle. 

Just southeast of the Christmas and New Year’s mines, C.A. Wyatt and Pete Dumphrey 
stalled the Apache copper mine. In 1881 it became the Santa Catalina Copper Company 
of Boston when out of state investors bought the property. Emerson Oliver Stratton built 
a road from the mine to the San Pedro River. 

Dr. Kane purchased the Apache, St. Nicholas, and Midas mines. “These are immense 
copper ledges; the detached float on the mountainsides alone is estimated at the very 
lowest calculation to be at least a thousand tons of high-grade copper ore. An assay made 
on Saturday from these mines showed eighty three percent copper, and $37.70 silver; 
total $103.76 per ton. These specimens were an average from the Santa Claus mine, taken 
from across the ledge fifteen feet in width.” 008 

Two years later, in 1883, the Apache ceased operations when it was determined there 
wasn’t enough ore to be profitable. To recover $20,000 of ore, ten times that amount was 
spent. 1009 

The New Year’s Mine, owned by McKay, was still considered one of the best in the Old 
Hat District during 1881. McKay’s assessment work developed a five-foot vein of gold 
and silver ore. His Christmas Mine had a sixty-foot shaft with eight foot cross cuts, but 
with the overflow of water encountered in December, work was stopped until a pumping 
machine was acquired. Eight miles away from the Oracle, Weldon and Shultz were 


“Among the postal changes for weekend ending January 30 th ” Peter H. Loss, Postmaster at American 
Flag (Pima County) and James Bronson, postmaster at Oracle (Pima County); Stone Cabin (Pima 
County) John P. Zimmerman, postmaster. Arizona Weekly Citizen, February 6, 1881. 

It was closed July 16, 1890. “The Story of Oracle’s Post Offices,” Oracle Historical Society and 
Acadia Ranch Museum. 

The History of The Lower San Pedro Valley in Arizona, page 25. 

The Tombstone Epitaph, December 19, 1881. 

The History of The Lower San Pedro Valley in Arizona, page 25. 
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starting work on a large ledge. In the Canada del Oro the Captain Mine and others had 
men working on a “large body of high-grade ore.” 1010 



The American Flag post office and saloon, outside of Oracle and located on the Old Mt. Lemmon Control 
Road, on the east side of the Santa Catalina Mountains. The building was originally Isaac Laurin’s home. It 
still stands and is managed by the Oracle Historical Society. 


1010 


“Old Hat DistrictThe Citizen, December 4, 1881. 
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1882-1884: More Ore From The Old Hat; 
Railroad Planned 

“Parties returning from the Santa Catalina mountains say there are a 
great many prospectors in the district and a large amount of ore are being 
put on the dumps. The Haskell prospects, in the Old Hat district, have at 
least $450,000 worth of ore in sight. The copper mines are developing 
most encouragingly.” 1011 

B y January, 1882, the Old Hat Mining District was steadily 
producing ore on the north side of the Santa Catalina 
Mountains. The Oracle Camp, also called Summit Springs, 
had seven or eight houses scattered around. 

A five-foot ledge of silver bearing quartz 
was located at the Christmas Mine and was 
valued at $50-120 per ton. The nearby 
Imperial Mine had a four-foot ledge of gold 
bearing quartz carrying $20-40 per ton. 

A few miles from the American Flag mine, 
the Southern Belle, Artie, Silver Prince, 
and Old Hat Group had active working 
claims. 1013 


Tombstone Epitaph, January 16, 1882, image 5. 

“Old Hat District,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 22, 1882. 

Some of the homes belonged to Alexander McKay, James Branson (Oracle’s first postmaster) and Edwin 
S. Dodge (built the Acadia Ranch between 1882 and 1885). Other ranchers in the area included J.C. 
Waterman and Henry Bockman (their properties became the Linda Vista Ranch). From National Register 
of Historic Places, Rancho Linda Vista, section 8, page 2. 

“The Old Hat District,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, Tucson, A.T., January 22, 1882. Reprinted from the 
1881-1882 Congressional Edition, Vol. 2013, page 289 and in the 1882: Report of the Director of the 
Mint by the U.S. Bureau of the Mint. 
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Adventurous developers were building a road and planning a railroad to haul out the 
newly discovered gold and copper ore that January. 

Dr. K. Kane, who was well know in Tucson for his ambitious projects, had spearheaded 
the movement to “build a three foot gauge road along the route now traveled by the Santa 
Catarina stagecoach line round the point of the mountains to the Oracle mine near where 
ex-Mayor R. N. Leatherwood, who is also actively furthering the project, has a large 


The railroad, according to Kane's plan, would then run from Oracle Camp to the 
American Flag then lead to the camp of the Santa Catarina Copper Company by Marble 
Peak. It would join the road built by the SCCC to the San Pedro Valley. From there, it 
would lead down the valley to the Gila river, up to the mouth of Deer Creek, and to the 
coal fields nearby. It would continue until it “reaches the Atlantic & Pacific.” This would 
open up one of the richest mineral sections in the territory. 


“Another Railroad Company, to the Rich Mines of the Santa Catarinas, the Coal Fields and the 
Timber Lands of the North,” from the Tucson Citizen, January 20 and reprinted in the Tombstone 
Epitaph, January 23, 1882. 

1015 Ibid. 

Tombstone Epitaph, January 16, 1882. 
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New Road For Hundreds Of workers 


I n February 1882, the Oracle district had forty six residents. A 
new road from the Santa Catalina Copper mines made it possible 
to haul freight to the mines. 

E.O. Stratton, the contractor, hired Thom. H. Williams to build the road to shorten the 
distance from the Oracle to the American Flag by two miles. Two hundred men 
throughout the entire valley were dependant on the American Flag Post Office to get their 
mail. Many miners who worked and lived farther away complained because of the long 
distance. A store was established near the Comanche camp by William Zeckendorf’s 
home. 1018 

By the end of 1883, local rancher Mariano Samaniego was operating a stagecoach line 
from Tucson to Oracle and the American Flag. Two years later, he began twice 

weekly mail delivery to Oracle, the American Flag, and Mammoth :i when the post 
office at Oracle was reopened in January 1885 having been closed for two years. IJ 

A dozen Old Hat mining claims owned by Nathaniel A. Boyton were sold to Fouis 
FaFrance in January, 1884, to satisfy Boyton’s creditors. The deal included the American 
Flag, Oracle, and Summit mines. 

To protect his interests, McKay began surveying his land for a patent as average gold 
assays were going for $30-40 and had gone as high as $300. On April 18, 1884, the 


“Pinal County Census,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, Tucson, A.T., July 16, 1882. 

“Old Hat District,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, Tucson, A.T., January 23, 1882. 

“Stage Line from Tucson to Oracle,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, December 29, 1883. 

“The Road to Santa Catalina Copper Mines,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, February 19, 1882. 
1021 “Local News,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, July 25,1885. 

“Re-established,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 31, 1885. 

“Deeds,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 5, 1884. 

4 “McKay’s Mines,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, March 15, 1884. 
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Christmas Mine, covering eighteen acres, was patented in the Old Hat Mining District. 

1025 

Weldon and McKay were also two of the original locators of the famed Quijotoa mine in 
the Quijotoa mountains with partners W.C. Davis, George Teetsworth, Martin Meadley, 
and Mr. Roark. While the mine generated wealth, Weldon, Meadley, Roark, and 
Teetsworth ended up poor. McKay and Davis, however, were able to keep some of their 
earnings. 

Weldon died penniless in February, 1895. He allegedly committed suicide as a bottle of 
strychnine poison was found near by. Ill2< ’ 



Photograph of a former water tower converted into a residence in Oracle. This building may have been built 
near Weldon's grotto or camp. 


“Application No. 368 for Patent for the Christmas Mining Claim, April 18, 1884,” Arizona Weekly 
Citizen, June 21,1884. 

1026 “Quijotoa Weldon Dead, Takes Strychnine at Phoenix- Died a Poor Man,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, 
February 9, 1895. 
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1886: Chance Finding Oi Gold Bearing Quartz 

“A great gold belt will be opened , second only in size to the largest known 
gold lode in the world and first in productive capacity that will add many 
millions annually to the wealth of the country and give employment to 
quite an army of industrious people.” 1027 

‘‘Mr. Armstrong, who represents the syndicate bonding the property has 
ten men employed taking out such ore as will prove available for shipment 
and the recent outlook of the property is an extremely favorable one.” 1028 

G old bearing quartz in the Santa Catalina Mountains was 

reported in several newspaper articles during 1886. While 
more ventures popped up, others had their challenges. 

With values like that by December, 1887, “work has again started upon the well-known 
American Flag mine and things are likely to boom in the Santa Catalina Mountains.” 1029 
There were several mines already in operation east of Oracle. The Mammoth Mine had a 
thirty stamp mill and a ten stamp mill was just completed at the Southern Belle mine. 

By February, 1886, the old Apache copper smelter had closed because of financial 
difficulties. The Southern Belle gold mine, which started up a few months earlier, had 
already shipped about $7,000 worth of gold. At $18.86 an ounce at the time, that 

would be over three hundred and seventy one ounces - more than twenty three pounds of 
gold. With today’s prices, it would have been worth $4.82 million. Even all of that 
activity in the mountains did not detour Indian attacks. In June, 1887, Durand Daily, a 
stage driver for M.G. Samaniego,reported between Tucson and the Southern Belle that 
Indians killed one of Charlouleu’s vaqueros in the Canon del Oro. 


Arizona Champion, Peach Springs, Mohave, A.T. Arizona, October 2, 1886, from the Tucson 
Citizen. 

1028 Arizona Weekly Citizen, September 18, 1886 and Mohave County Miner, December 24, 1887. 
Mohave County Miner reporting on an article published in the Tucson Citizen, December 24, 1887. 
Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 9, 1886. 

Tombstone Daily Epitaph, February 20, 1886. 

Gold value in 2013 is about $1,300 an ounce. 

1033 Arizona Weekly Citizen, June 18,1887. 
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William “Curley” Neal Moves To Oracle 

W illiam “Curly” Neal, a former military scout, settled in the 
Oracle area in 1878. Neal was interested in the legendary 
Iron Door mine and encouraged his friend, Buffalo Bill 
Cody, to search with him. 

Neal’s father was of African-American descent and his mother was a Cherokee Indian. 

He was nicknamed “Curly” for his long black curls. He started a business in Tucson 
digging cellars and then opened a livery. He also delivered ore, wood, and water from the 
mines to the mills. 1 In July, 1886, Neal began a stagecoach line and sublet for the mail 
delivery contracts. 1 He held that job for forty-two years and delivered mail between 
the towns of Catalina, Oracle, American Flag, Southern Belle, Willow Springs, and 
Mammoth. 

In 1894 two years after his marriage to Tucsonan Anna Magdalena Box, " 38 Neal lost the 
Mammoth mine mail contract to Mariano Samaniego, who had gained several other 
contracts, outbid Neal. Later that spring Neal built a two-story adobe home in Oracle, 
across the street from his soon-to-be built hotel. 

Neal became the proprietor of one of the world’s largest freighting outfits in connection 
with the mill at the Mammoth property. Three teams moved one hundred and forty five 
tons of ore three times a day. Each team had twenty horses with four wagons as big as 
boxcars. 


Encyclopedia of Frontier Biography: G-O, By Dan L. Thrapp. 1991. University of Nebraska Press. 
Page 1045. 

1035 “Neal, William “Curly” (1849-1936),” BlackPast.org 

“New Mail Contracts,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, June 26, 1886. 

1037 “Neal, William “Curly” (1849-1936),” BlackPast.org 

1038 Ibid. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 6, 1984. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, May 19, 1894. 

1041 St. John’s Herald,May 24, 1894. 
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Neal also supplied the smelter with oak wood from Oracle, but after objections from both 
residents and the federal government, he changed to mesquite trees from the San Pedro 
Valley. 1042 


By December of 1894, work was almost completed on Neal’s new hotel, called the 
Mountain View, built on Neal’s one hundred and sixty acre ranch. The two-story 
resort was opened with a housewarming party on Washington’s Birthday, February 22, 
1895 that lasted until five o’clock in the morning. There was some talk that the hotel 
was actually built with the support of his good friend and eventual mining investor, 
William Cody. While Neal may have provided the muscle, Cody, who was a hotelier 
as well as entertainer and miner, may have provided the financial means. 


Neal was a big proponent of the Iron Door Mine legend and spent many years roaming 
the Catalinas to find it. He also encouraged his friend Cody to back him up in his search 
for the lost mine. Even though they never found it, Neal believed it was still 
somewhere in the mountains. He speculated that the great earthquake of 1878 buried the 
mine at the same time the hole in the mountain, “La Ventana, was destroyed. 


Neal’s wife, Annie, said treasure hunters would visit the hotel on their way to find the 
Lost Escalante Mine. She hosted Harold Bell Wright at the hotel while he was working 
on his book, The Mine with the Iron Door. 1049 


“Oracle and the San Pedro River Valley,” by Catherine H. Ellis, Arcadia Publishing, 2008. Page 24. 

43 “Local News,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, December 1, 1894. 

1044 Neal, William “Curly” (1849-1936) from BlackPast.org. 

“Mountain View Hotel, A Charming Resort, and Finest Appointed Hotel In Arizona,” Arizona 
Weekly Citizen, March 2, 1895. 

Buffalo Bill and His Wild West, by Joseph G. Rosa and Robin May, University Press of Kansas. 
Page 195. This reference, from “The Lives and Legends of Buffalo Bill,” by Don Russell who attributes 
the building of the hotel to Neal. 

The Lives and Legends of Buffalo Bill, by Don Russell. Page 434. 

“Buffalo Bill Believed in “Lost Mine” In Catalinas and Organized Company; William Neal Thinks It 
Really Exists,” undated. Arizona Historical Society. 

’ African American Women and the Old West, by Tricia Martineau Wagner. Globe Pequot, 2007. Page 
74. 
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Neal died in a freak automobile accident in 1936 near his home at the Mountain View 
Hotel. He lived to age eighty seven. 



The former Mountain View Hotel built by William Neal in 1895 is now the Mountain View Baptist Church. This 
photo is taken near the site of his home that was built across the street from the hotel on American Avenue in 
Oracle, Arizona. 


1050 


Neal, William “Curly” (1849-1936) from BlackPast.org. 
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The 3N marker stone on William Neal's 3N Ranch’s 1051 1052 still sits at on top of the hill overlooking his 
Mountain View Hotel. Some theories are that it marks either a shaft or a property corner. 


1051 Neal, William “Curly” (1849-1936) from BlackPast.org. 

“Annie Box Neal,” from African American Women of the Old West, by Tricia Martineau Wagner. 
Page 75. 
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The jail Tree And The Mountain View Hotel 

D irectly across the street from the Mountain View Hotel in 
mid-town Oracle is the infamous “Jail Tree” where most 
often miners were chained for showing up drunk. Inscribed on 
a plaque, placed in 1998 in front of the old oak tree: 

“Local lore says this oak tree was once used as a tying post for outlaws 
until the Sheriff from the Town of Mammoth could come to take them to 
jail. The red brick building across the road was the Mountain View Hotel, 
one of the few remaining original historic building left in Oracle. This 
hotel, owned by William and Annie Neal, opened in 1895. Buffalo Bill 
Cody and stagecoach robber Pearl Hart were just two of its famous 
ledgers. Many exciting western tales are centered on this building.” 1053 


1053 


Plaque marker, 1998. Oracle, Arizona. 
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1900: Mining Becomes A Major Business in Arizona 


M ining gained steam in February, 1900, when George F. Metz 
purchased a number of valuable mines in the Old Hat 
district for T. G. Condon. One group of twelve claims 
purchased from E. O. Stratton was valued at nearly $35,000. 


Less than two months later, the Stratton-Condon deal was off. Metz entered into an 
agreement with someone else named Babcock for other claims instead. On his claims, 
Bob Leatherwood, the ex-sheriff of Pima County, recovered assays showing twenty 
seven percent copper and ten ounces in silver. 1055 


“The company engaged in developing the Geisman copper group in the 
Catalina Mountains east of Oracle, encountered a line body of ore, this 
week, at a depth of 69 feet. A crosscut, says our informant, proves the 
body of ore to be about forty feet wide and some of it very high-grade. The 
latter will make the average of the entire body high. It looks as if the Old 
Hat district, in which this group is situated, would yet fulfill its old time 
promise.” 1056 

Capt. J. D. Burgess, who was in charge of the Panama mine in the Old Hat district, sunk a 
shaft in September, 1900, and the ore has an “assay value of which is two hundred and 
thirteen ounces of silver, $1140 gold, eight ounces copper and thirty nine ounces lead. 
Burgess was “clearing and grading grounds for a large concentrating plant shortly to be 
erected, is also in progress.” 105 

In November 1900, “R. N. Leatherwood who has the Apache claim in the 
Old Hat district, Catalina mountains, reports that Geo. Metz, agent for 
Condon, New York, has located the hoisting plant on the Condon 
properties.” 1058 


‘The Mining Field,” Arizona Silver Belt, February 22, 1900. 

The Arizona Daily Orb, Bisbee, Arizona, April 26, 1900. 

1056 Mohave County Miner, Mineral Park, A.T. Arizona, July 14, 1900. 
Mohave County Miner, September 8, 1900. 

Mohave County Miner, November 3, 1900. 
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The Santa Catalina Forest Reserve was created in July, 1902. Six years later the Santa 
Catalina and Santa Rita Forest Reserves became part of the Coronado National Forest. 

1059 



History & Culture, Coronado National Forest, Forest Service, U.S. Dept, of Agriculture. Also listed 
in Township 11 South Range 16 E Historical Index Page (7/2/1908 Coronado NF entry. U.S. Forest 
Reserves entry 6/20/1900). 
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1901: A Rodent Leads To A Gold Discovery 


I n 1901, a prospector described the surprising discovery of quartz 
stones infused with gold he accidentally found while camping in 
the Santa Catalina Mountains. 



But he started to notice odd disappearance 
of small articles. When something was 
missing, something else was left in its place- usually a bit of stone or wood. He 
discovered the culprit was a large rodent. Ingoldsby would often lie awake at night to 
watch for his nighttime visitor. 


N.H. Ingoldsby had been spending several 
months near Mammoth, east of Oracle, on 
the San Pedro River. He was there to 
“enjoy the hunting and make a collection of 
animals and minerals of the Southwest.” 

While camping, he often left his supplies 
lying around since he didn't expect any 
visitors. 


One morning a silver spoon was missing, but in its place he found a “piece of quartz 
carrying free gold.” After several attempts, Ingoldsby followed the animal to its home 
where he found a large ledge of gold bearing quart nearby, the source of the rodent’s gift. 

Ingoldsby appropriately named the property the Rat Hole Mine. 


This story was reported in at least three newspapers: “Rat Points Out RichesThe Arizona 
Republican, April 26, 1901. Also published in the Arizona Daily Journal Miner, April 27, 1901; The 
San Francisco Call. San Francisco, California, March 31, 1901; and The Copper Era, Clifton, Arizona, 
March 7, 1901 from the Mexican Herald. 
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1904: Rail Line Abandoned 


T he Southern Pacific Company abandoned plans for a railroad 
line expansion towards the Santa Catalinas in 1904 because of 
political pressure. 

The Phoenix and Eastern Railroad had already arched at a point opposite the mouth of the 
San Pedro River. A line was planned to extend south along the east side of the San Pedro 
River to Benson. Despite that set back mining developments still continued. 



Quartz outcrop near Campo Bonito mining district north of Tucson. 


10 '’ 1 The History of the Lower San Pedro Valley in Arizona, by Bernard W. Muffley, 1938. A Thesis 
submitted to the faculty of the Department of History in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 
degree of Master of Arts in the Graduate College University of Arizona, p. 72. 
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In January, 1903, Robert Leatherwood was enthusiastic over the future of the Apache 
mine, his property in the Old Hat district north of the city. 06 

By 1908 the Apache Group was quite productive. There was a force of twenty-five 
workers constantly on the property. The group was being developed under the direction 
of Superintendent Cassett, and the Western Development Company held the option on 
the claims. The mine was very rich in copper with some silver and gold ore. A four 
hundred foot tunnel was driven through the property, and a shaft had been sunk to the one 
hundred and sixty foot level. Leatherwood was a “former sheriff of Pima County and 
during the World’s Fair at St. Louis in 1904 was in charge of the exhibit from this 
territory.” 1063 

Plans for the railroad were reinstituted in 1905: 

“ Chief Engineer Thompson of the Twin Buttes railroad is in the city from 
the grading camp which is located near the mines. The roadbed will be 
completed to the mines within a few days. It is expected that the rails and 
ties will be laid as fast as the material arrives.” 1064 


In 1909 it was announced that a “ledge six feet wide and running sixty percenter copper 
and $6 in gold” was uncovered from the Old Hat district in the Santa Catalina Mountains, 
on property owned by William Reid of Prescott. 


Bisbee Daily Review, January 23, 1903. 

“Apache Group Making Progress,” Bisbee Daily Review,February 23, 1908. 
Arizona Silver Belt. November 30, 1905, page 3. 

Daily Arizona Silver Belt. November 23, 1909. 
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1911: Old Hat Gains New Owners- the Copper Queen 

T he Old Hat district, also called the Reid Mining District, had 

produced some excitement in 1911 “over recent strikes and the 
continued good showings of the more important properties 
being worked there.” These prospects were several miles farther 
southeast of the American Flag. 

“Immediately adjoining the Copper Queen property, the Copper Range 
Company in Arizona is busy at work. Attorney Francis M. Hartman being 
worked lies within 1,000feet of the end of the Copper Queen tunnel, and 
the later company is working toward the Copper Range property. 

The camps are near together and present a busy scene, fifty or sixty men 
being employed. There are other properties, which are showing good 
prospects. But the Copper Queen and Copper Range companies are doing 
the chief developing and have the test prospects.” 

In October, 1911, the Old Hat district gained new owners. An agreement with “F. 
Geessmaan (sic) was filed for record in the county recorder's office here yesterday." The 
agreement involved the Eagle, Copper Peak, York, Eagle No. 2, and Golden Peak No. 2 
claims in the Old Hat district of the Catalina mountains. Thus far “$4,260 has been paid 
on the claims... and the balance of $59,750 will be paid on August 15,1912.” 1067 

The Copper Queen Company took an option on the Geeseman property at the same time 
as the Leatherwood, Lovell, and Reid claims. The Copper Queen Company, operating 
from the Apache camp, “has found the claims to be good ones, and will continue the 
development work steadily and rapidly. It is to this property that a movement has been 
stalled to have a highway constructed from this city, in order that the business of the 
camps, which now goes to the other side of the mountains, will come back here.” 11168 


Bisbee Daily Review,Bisbee, Arizona, January 13, 1911, page 2. Also reprinted in Oasis, Arizola, 
Arizona, January 14, 1911. 

Bisbee Daily Review,Bisbee Arizona, October 13, 1911, page 7. 

1068 Ibid. 
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The property again changed hands in the fall of 1912 when E.O. Stratton gave a bond on 
the claims to a group of Boston investors. This included the Chalcopyrite Peacock and 
Copper Matte claims which he owned south of the Giesman claims and north of the 
Leatherwood claims. The Copper Queen Consolidated Mining Company purchased those 
claims. 

Prof C. F. Tolman, with the mining department of Standard University, “made a report on 
the Stratton group while he was still head of the department of mines at the University of 
Arizona and stated that the Stratton group deposits are similar in character to the 
neighboring ore bodies which deeper developments prove to have commercial value. He 
also stated that the Stratton property has as strong an outcrop as and a longer outcrop than 
any on which deeper work has been done.” 1069 


. “Stratton Has Given Bond on Claims,” Mohave County Miner, Mineral Park, A.T., October 5, 1912. 
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1912: Arizona Statehood And Mining The Catalinas 

B y the time Arizona became a state in February 1912, mining in 
Southern Arizona had already gained a foothold. The Apache 
camp, located on the northern slope of the Santa Catalina 
range, continued to operate under bond by both the Giesman and 
Leatherwood properties. 

Fifty men were at work at the Apache claims. At the nearby Daily 
claims there were fourteen men at work. 

“The Foran group, under option to has been equipped with machinery 
capable of deep exploration. The Del Monte property, under the 
management of Donovan & Walker, of nine claims, the Simpkins and 
Martinez claims, are all located in this vicinity. The prevailing character 
of the ore of this district is a chalcopyrite, carrying gold and silver in 
addition to the copper values. Campo Bonito. To the north and west of 
Apache camp and at a lower altitude is the scene of the Cody-Dyer M. & 
M. company’s operations. The company has thirty-six locations here and a 
forty-ton mill has been installed. There is a scheelite gold ore that yields 
to the milling and concentrating process. The Southern Belle, owned by 
the Cody-Dwyer Interests, is now under bond to Capt Jack Burgess.” 1070 

Both the Apache Camp and Campo Bonito are within the Old Hat Mining District and 
accessible to Tucson by wagon road through the Canada del Oro. “The E.P. and S.W. 
railway has surveyed to the former camp and the course of line runs approximately near 
to all the important mining interests now known in that locality. Its construction is well 
within the realms of the possible.” 1071 


1070 “Santa Catalina Mountains and the Old Hat Mining Districts,” Bisbee Daily Review, May 14, 1912, 
page 5. 

1071 Ibid. 
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1913: Leatherwood And The 
Copper Queen Old Hat Claims 

I n January, 1913, some of the claims in the Old Hat District 
changed hands again. Owners A. A. Trippel and others sold four 
claims to former Sheriff Robert Leatherwood for $20,000. 

“It is a high-grade copper proposition,’’ he asserted. “The poorest assays 
we secured were 10.10 percent copper, and the highest, 22 percent. The 
ore also carried gold and silver values.” 

Thirteen more Old Hat claims at Apache camp also changed hands in May, 1913. The 
claims, owned by the Daily brothers and deeded to the Daily Arizona Copper Company, 
were between two properties purchased by the Copper Queen Consolidated Mining 
Company. 1 Three months later the Copper Queen also became interested in E. O. 
Stratton’s copper claims in the Old Hat District. 

But by October, 1913, the Copper Queen was idle, even though there were still reserves 
of copper ore available- up to eight percent copper-sulfide. The planned extension of the 
E.P. & S.W. railroad from Tucson delayed operations. If built, the railroad would run 
around the west end of the Catalina Mountains and back through the San Pedro valley to 
Apache camp. The railroad was needed to get shipments to the Copper Queen smelter in 
Douglas. 

“San Diego railroad authorities “profess to see in this move a step toward 
the long-discussed and often denied juncture between the E.P. & S. W. and 
the Spreckles, the San Diego and Arizona, at Yuma. Its construction is of 
the highest type corresponding to that of the E.P. & S. W. Ties and rails 
are heavy and all bridges and culverts are of concrete .” 


‘'.Sells four Claims Near Camp Apache, Group Is Reported as Disposed of and Consideration 
$20,000Bisbee Daily Review.Bisbee, Arizona, January 21, 1913. 

Mohave County Miner, Mineral Park, A.T. Arizona, May 24, 1913. 

Tombstone Epitaph, August 31, 1913. 

Bisbee Daily Review, October 3, 1913. 
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A few days later, an article titled “the Prospects for Early Railroad construction into the 
Old Hat causes immediate movement,” revealed the plans for the railroad further. 

“After spending several weeks here placing the stock of the Daily Arizona 
Copper Co. on the market, president W. H. Daily will leave tomorrow for 
his home in Tucson. He will spend a short time there with his family and 
then leave for Apache camp in the Old Hat district, where the properties 
are located, and commence development work. While in this city he 
interested over 75 people as stockholders in the company and late last 
week when the announcement was made that manager H. J. Simmons, of 
the E. P. & S. W., had made purchases of lumber in San Diego for the 
purpose of building a railroad through this district, Mr. Daily decided that 
he would not stay here any longer but go to the property and develop it so 
as to be ready to make shipments when the railroad is built to the district. 
The Copper Queen Mining Co. owns ranch property about the Daily- 
Arizona and have done considerable development work. The district is 
pronounced to be a very rich one, and old timers who are familiar say that 
it will be a second Bisbee camp in time to come.” 

At the end of November 1913, the property in the Old Hat district was in acquisition by 
the Phelps Dodge Copper Company. 

“The country rock consists mainly of limestone, quartzite, gneiss and 
porphyry, which have been fractured and faulted to a large extent. The 
majority of these faults are well mineralized carrying values in lead, silver 
and copper. Work to date has been confined to the mining of the oxidized 
ores and as a result sufficient depth has not been attained to determine the 
extent of the secondary enriched zone. Considerable ore has been shipped 
in the past to the El Paso smelter via Tucson.” 10 " 

By April, 1915, the “Old Hat district covered an area of twenty five thousand acres, with 
an average thickness of one hundred and fifty feet. It has been very difficult to determine 
the value of this, owing to the fact that the gold is not equally distributed.” 1078 


1076 “To Develop the Daily Ground,” Bisbee Daily Review, October 7, 1913, page 8 
“OldHat is being Entered,” Mohave County Miner, November 29, 1913. 

1078 Mohave County Miner, April 24, 1915. 
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1915: The Castro’s Discoveries in The Catalinas 

T he only reported discovery of several Jesuit treasure chests and 
jewels in the Catalinas happened in a cave near Apache Peak 
south of Old Hat District. This was done by local rancher 
Sistro Castro in 1915. 


An Oracle couple also told a story about the father and the uncle of Ernesto Castro 
(Severiano) 1 who discovered a large nugget of gold plus grains. They sold the nugget 
for $45,000. The senior Castro later returned to the spot to collect some smaller nuggets. 
When he planned on going to Tucson to sell them, his wife Lisa bought them instead. 
Gold was selling for less than $8 an ounce at the time. 


In 1936 the Severiano Castro property held numerous gold-silver and copper claims 
located about two miles east of Apache Peak and southwest of Campo Bonito. 


“The Business of Being Buffalo Bill,” by Elizabeth Curl, back page map and legend of Campo 
Bonito. 

Severiano Castro (1864-1943) was the son of Jesus Castro and Guadalupe. Ernesto Castro (1901- 
1983) was one of 10 children of Severiano (ref: Martinez-Krampel-Escalante-Doitch-Chance Family 
Tree, geneology.com. 

“Couple Tells of Early Times in Oracle,” by Annabelle Douglas, from the Oracle Historian, page 6. 

Bureau of Land Management database, Severiano Castro ,7/17/1936; Golden Eagle Group (Severiano 
Castro property). Mindat.org. 
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The 3C Ranch “Nary west” Nine 


S outheast of Oracle along the old Mt. Lemmon Highway is the 
3C Ranch, one of the oldest ranches in Arizona. This ranch 
hosted celebrities of the 1900s, such as President Richard Nixon 
1083 and Mae West. 1084 

Hidden on the property is a former underground mine, the Mary West. Sheriff and 
Tucson Mayor Robert Leatherwood originally owned it. The mine was also called the 
Three C Ranch Mine, a proven copper, silver, and gold quartz vein deposit between 3-4 
feet wide. The mine had its first production in 1955. Mary West filed hundreds of mining 
claims in the area- from four hundred to eight hundred. 

West was the daughter of the Texas cattleman who owned the old 3C Ranch. West 
bought the ranch in 1945 from the William Huggett Estate and sold it in 1959. 

Huggett was a famous photographer and tour guide. The property changed hands 
several times and is now owned by the Darimont family and operates as a guest ranch. 

It’s unknown if Mae West and Mary West were related. 

The ranch also features an active, natural spring that continuously flows from a network 
of underground water sources in the area. 


In 1971, President Richard M. Nixon’s Administration announced that the United States “would not 
freely convert dollars at their official exchange rate.” From “Brief History of the Gold Standard in the 
United States,” by Craig K. Elwell, Congressional Research Service, CRS Report for Congress, June 23, 
2011. This Act repealed the limitation on gold ownership imposed by President Roosevelt in 1933. 

“Welcome to the 3 C Ranch.” website http://3cranchaz.com/ 

“Three C Ranch mine and mill file,” Arizona Department of Mineral Resources. Front Three C Ranch 
Mine (Mary West Mine), Peppersauce Wash. Apache Peak area, Oracle District, mindat.org. 

ios6 “Oracle’s Historic 3-C Ranch,” by Elaine Raines. Arizona Daily Star, September 23,2008. 

William Huggett acquired the property in 1929 from Richard G. Brady; U.S. Department of Interior 
Bureau of Land Management. 
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Gold At Campo Bonito 



All that remains of Campo Bonito mining camp is a crumbling fireplace and concrete slab- possibly the mess 
hall for the miners who toiled nearby. 
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W hen gold mining in the Canada del Oro was in full swing by the late 
1800s, prospectors looking for a quick path to riches were exploring a 
hidden valley on the north side of the Santa Catalina Mountains. 

Mining in the Southern Arizona mountains became a big business at the turn of the 
century, especially for celebrities like William “Buffalo Bill” Cody. 

The Camp Bonito site was one of the early mining camps formed in the Old Hat mining 
district just south of Oracle, Arizona in the Santa Catalina Mountains, not far from the 
YMCA Triangle Y Ranch. 

At that time, the town of Oracle, north of Tucson, Arizona, was already settled with 
prospectors and homesteaders in the hills north of the Catalina Mountains. The Old Hat 
District was a proven producer of silver and gold. 

The persistent legends of a lost city and a lost Spanish mine were overshadowed by 
recent discoveries of gold-embedded deposits that seemed to drip from the mountains and 

flow from the Canada del Oro, according to newspaper accounts during the late 1880s. 

1088 

The mineral list from the Campo Bonito mines included Calcite, Dolomite, Galena, 
Gold, Pyrite, Scheelite, Talc, and Wulfenite. Tungsten was also a main ore. 

The Campo Bonito group consisted of several dozen mining claims spread through the 
valley on the northeast side of the Catalina Mountains to include the Apache Peak area 
(Juniper claim. Memory Lane group, the Pair O' Dice prospect. Red Dog claim. Southern 
Belle Mine (Southern Belle; Morning Star property/claims), and the Taraldson claim. 

It also included the Maudina Mine claims/property, the High Jinks Mine and the Santa 
Rosa Mine (Cumaro claim). The land is now part of the Coronado National Forest 
and some private properties, including the privately owned High Jinks Ranch, the 
YMCA’s Triangle Y Ranch, and numerous small ranches. 


“The Iron Door Mine,” Arizona Weekly Star, March 4, 1880. The story of the two miners discovery 
of the lost city and lost mine was widely known among Tucsonans, as described in this article. 

’ 1 USGS: Bonito mines is a past producer of Tungsten, Pure Gold, Morning Star M S 1836. Patented 
Claims M S 1836, Gold Bug, Campo Bonito. MRDS M050217, Deposit 10210244. 

Pure Gold Mine, Campo Bonito Mines, Apache Peak area. Mindat.org Database. 

Campo Bonito, Oracle District (Control District; Old Hat District; Santa Catalina District), Santa 
Catalina Mountains, Pinal County, Arizona. Mindat.org. 
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A drum and washbasin still remains at the Campo Bonito campsite, located off the Old Mount Lemmon 
Highway, just outside of Oracle, Arizona. The mining claims are 1 mile ENE of Apache Peak and about 2 
miles SW of Campo Bonito. GPS coordinates: 32°33’29”N 110°44'8”W. 1092 


Locality Search, Campo Bonito. Mindat.org. 
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Jewelry grade silver embedded in quartz is still found in the Santa Catalinas. Samples, marketed as Cody 
Stone, are on display at several locations nationwide. 

Displays are at the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) in Carlsbad, California; the 
Mineral & Fossil Hall at the House of Onyx in Greenville, KY; The Buffalo Bill 
Historical Center in Cody, WY; the Old West Museum at Fort Cody Trading Place and 
the Buffalo Bill Ranch in North Platte, NE; the Oklahoma Historical Society and the 
Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave in Golden, Colorado; and the Mining Hall of Fame, 
Leadville, Colorado. Cody Stone is named after Buffalo Bill Cody who owned several 
mines in the Oracle, Arizona, area. The market value suggested could be $5 a carat. 

1094 

The University of Arizona analyzed one quartz-silver sample with a Scanning Electron 
Microscope (SEM) and a backscattered-electron detector. The stone was found to be 
primarily quartz- a common element- with traces of rare-earth elements. The most 
“abundant minerals other than quartz are lead sulfide (galena) and copper-iron sulfide 
(chalcopyrite). Silver was also present in the vein. 


Provenance of the Cody Stone and mining ventures, by William Carter. 2014. 

Stated by noted jeweler Michael Garcia, NaNa Ping. Aspen Mountain Studio, June 3, 1998. Also, 
stated by Larry Gray of The Mine Group, Boise, Idaho. August 21, 1997. 

Analysis from Gary Chandler, Mineral Science and Engineering, University of Arizona, Tucson. 
September 25, 1998. 
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“Buffalo Bill” Cody’s 
Mining Ventures In The Catalinas 



“(To) J. Frank Cody. 

Wait till I come, wonderful report 
from mines. Mill running on forty- 
dollar ore. Tucson Bank buying our 
concentrates as come from mill, 
get busy. Waldorf Hotel first 
November, telegraph there. High 
Jinks will be a winner too. 

Love, W. F. Cody '’ 1096 


William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody in front of a tent near Cody, Wyoming. November 1902. 1097 


From The Business of Being Buffalo Bill: selected letters of William F. Cody, 1879-1917, page 59. 
Night Letter, Columbia, SC 30-12. Note: High Jinks was a new tunnel in the Arizona Mine (near Campo 
Bonito). The High Jinks is also the name of the home built by Cody’s foster son, Johnny Baker, near 
the High Jinks mine. 
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1902: Buiialo Bill Stakes His Claim At Campo Bonito 


T he discovery of precious minerals near Tucson attracted the 
famous Western entertainer William “Buffalo Bill” Cody to 
Oracle in the early 1900s to invest in several mines in the Camp 
Bonito mining district. 


SANTA CATALINA 
MOUNTAINS 
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Santa Cruz River 
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Campo Bonito, located in a valley 
south of Oracle, held promising 
mineral wealth. 

At age fifty six, “Buffalo Bill” 
Cody was the world’s biggest icon 
of the 19 th Century. He was one of 
the most popular entertainers in 
the world. Born as William 
Frederick Cody, he gained the 
nickname Buffalo Bill while in 
the Army. Cody later toured his 
Old West entertainment show, 
“Buffalo Bill’s Wild West,” 
around the country. He was 
invited to England in 1887 and 
gained international fame. He 
was also the first comic book 
super hero, thanks to Ned 
B untline. 

Cody first brought his Buffalo 


William F. (Buffalo Bill) Cody in front of a tent on his TE Ranch, near Cody, Wyoming. Dated 
November 1902. Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave, Lookout Mountain, Golden, CO. ID# 74.0268 . 
http: //www .buffalob ill .org / 

The Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave, http://www.buffalobill.org/ 

In 1869, Cody met “Ned Buntline'’ an alias for EdwardZane Carroll Judson. From William Frederick 
Cody - Kansaspedia, Kansas Historical Society. 
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Bill’s Rough Riders show to Tucson in September, 1902. 

Another draw for Cody was the Santa Catalina Mountains and its mineral prospects. 
Cody was a friend of William Neal, an Oracle entrepreneur. They had known each other 
since the 1860s battle of Summit Springs [ in Colorado. Neal was also a former 
military scout and was Cody’s good friend. 


J. L. Clark and Fritz Ewe originally staked an independent-lode mining claim in the Old 
Hat Mining District on January 29, 1887. President Benjamin Harrison granted patent 
land rights to J.L. Clark and Fritz Ewe January 10,1891. The land later became part 
of the Campo Bonito claims. Cody wrote about his new venture in a letter to friend 
George T. Beck on May 4, 1902: “The gold mine is a winner I guess beyond a doubt its 
being kept quiet just now as we want some property adjoining it and a water right from a 
stream nearby. We are getting out ore and the vein provides a true fissure.” 1103 

Cody was encouraged by the gold samples produced by his partner, L.W. Getchell. A 
year later Cody wrote to his sister Julia on March 13, 1903, that the “long-sought vein of 
ore had been struck after seven months of night-and-day drilling, and predicted that the 
mine would begin to pay off within four months. As soon as the roads were passable, 
wagons would haul ore and their own mill would be built during the summer.” 1 This 
may have been in reference to the three searches for the Iron Door Mine made by 
William Neal and Cody. 1105 1106 


“Buffalo Bill Rough Riders in Tucson,”The Bisbee Daily Review, Bisbee, Arizona, October 3, 

1902. Also, reference Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave. 

The Battle of Summit Springs, July 11, 1869. Cody shot and killed Chief Tall Bull, the commander 
of the renegade Indians or “Dog Soldiers,” as they were called. This event became an important scene 
reproduced in Cody’s Wild West Show. From an account of "Battle of Summit Springs,” The Arizona 
Republic, October 17, 1908. 

Township 10S Range 16E Sections 16 and 17. The General Land Office Patent No. 17025. 

William F. Cody Archive, letter from Cody to George T. Beck, May 4, 1902. Buffalo Bill Center of 
the West http://codvarchive.org/texts/wfc.css00543 .html Source: University of Wyoming, American 
Heritage Center, Buffalo Bill: Letters to George T. Beck, 1895-1910 (Acc. #9972), ah031457-58. Cody 
was referring to Campo Bonito. 

The Lives and Legends of Buffalo Bill, by Don Russell. Page 434. 

Ibid. Page 434. Also, Neal mentions the search in “Buffalo Bill Believed in “Lost Mine” In 
Catalinas and Organized Company; William Neal Thinks It Really Exists,” undated newspaper article, 
Arizona Historical Society. 
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In a display of his generosity in 1906, Cody sent thousands of dollars to the April 18 th 
San Francisco earthquake and Mt. Vesuvius victims. Cody often supported many 
friends’ ventures. There were even rumors in Washington of a possible Senator Cody 
from the new State of Arizona, but a reporter commented how out of place Cody would 
look in Congress with his long hair and Western wear. 1 

Cody brought his Wild West Show and Congress of Rough Riders to Bisbee, a town 
southeast of Tucson, for the first time in October 1908. Five hundred fifty-cent tickets 
were sold for the first exhibition, and the second was sold out. It was a salute to a fading 
culture of the Old West that was becoming more civilized. Cody’s Battle of Summit 
Springs was recreated with the splendor of the “sanguinary days of the old frontier.” 1110 


In another motion picture in 2010. Buffalo Bill. Beyond the Legend, Tucson prospector William 
“Flint” Carter defends Cody’s claim by Don Russell that he “hit the fabulously rich vein,” which was in 
the region of the mine with iron door. From“Lives and Legends of Buffalo Bill. by Don Russell. 

Cody cabled $1,000 contribution. From Complete Story of the San Francisco Earthquake and Other 
Great Disasters, by Marshall Everett. The Bible House, Chicago, 1906. Page 165. 

Altoona Tribune, Altoona, Pennsylvania. April 17, 1906. 

“There is a startling minor that Co. W.F. Cody has designs upon the United States Senatorship from 
Arizona when that Territory is admitted as a State.” From the National Tribune, Washington, D.C., 
March 23, 1911. Page 5. 

“Buffalo Bill is in Bisbee Today,” Bisbee Daily Review .Bisbee, Arizona. October 21, 1908. And, 
“Buffalo Bill Pleased Crowds,” Bisbee Daily Review. Bisbee, Arizona. October 22, 1908 
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1908-09: Buffalo Bill IS 
Impressed With New Prospects 


“I am very much impressed with the mineral law of the country, but of 
course, like all mining properties, it takes capital to produce the wealth. 
No doubt, there is a great future for Arizona and / believe it is on the eve 
of a boom.” 

W.F. Cody, Bisbee Daily Review, Bisbee, Arizona. January 23, 1909 


W illiam “Buffalo Bill” Cody returned to Oracle in the winter 
of 1908-09 to inspect the Bonita mining properties with 
Captain John D. Burgess whom he had met years before. 

Burgess had encouraged Cody to invest in a new section of the mines. 

1112 


Cody said he walked one hundred and fifty miles in four days and was impressed by the 
prospects. After his visit he went to New York to see his partners and generate capital to 
purchase some of the property at “Camp Bonita,” as he called it. Cody suggested that 
Tucson should have a railroad to Mammoth, another mining community near Oracle, to 
tap into the potential wealth. 

Cody returned the next winter of 1909-1910 to spend time with Burgess and the mining 
properties. 


Quoted by William F. Cody. “Buffalo Bill Enjoys Life Near Tucson,” Bisbee Daily Review, Bisbee, 
Arizona. January 23, 1909. 

“Buffalo Bill May Become An Arizonan,” Bisbee Daily Review, Bisbee, Arizona. February 20, 
1909. 

1113 ibid. 

“Territorial News,” Graham Guardian, Safford, Arizona, September 24, 1909. 
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1910: Cody Expands His Mining Claims 


B y 1910 Cody was fully involved in his mining venture near 
Oracle. Col. L. W. Getchell, Burgess, and Cody turned six 
claims at Campo Bonito into a $600,000 corporation under the 
name of the Campo Bonito Mining and Milling Company. 1115 

The nearby Southern Belle gold mine became property of the Cody mining enterprise in 
February 27,1911. By June, they developed one hundred claims over two 
thousand acres. Burgess, a mining engineer, acquired many of the claims years ago and 
was convinced they contained valuable placer deposits. 1 1 

That same winter, Cody encouraged Colonel Daniel Burns Dyer, a former Indian 

agent at Fort Reno, to join his mining venture to prospect tungsten, gold, silver, and lead 
in the northern range of the Santa Catalina Mountains near Tucson. 

Both were friends socially until they invested in the mining venture. Dyer was the 

former president of the Augusta Railway in Georgia and a member of New York’s Union 
League Club. 


The Los Angeles Herald, June 26, 1910. 

Capital stock certificate. Southern Belle Mines Company, February 27, 1911. 3,199 shares were 
issued at $100 per shared to William F. Cody, http://library .bbhc.org/cdm/ref/collection/BBOA/id/229 

“Today In Arizona History,” February 27, 1911. USA Today. Southern Belle Mines Company 
incorporated with Col. Cody as one of the incorporators. Capitalized at $ 1,000,000. 

“Buffalo Bill Begins Mining in Arizona, Veteran Scout and Showman Takes Up New Life with Old 
Comrades” Los Angeles Herald, June 26, 1910. 

“Buffalo Bill in Big Mining Deal, Heads Company That Has Taken Control of Campo Bonito 
Property,” El Paso Herald, November 18, 1911. 

1911 is the officially published year of incorporation for the Cody-Dyer M&M. Other sources 
erroneously used the year 1902. 

This source mistakenly says Cody-Dyer M&M was incorporated in 1902. The correct date is 1911. 
From The William F. Cody Archive, Buffalo Bill Center of the West, Cody, Wyoming. 
htlp://codv archive.org/life/wfc .chronology .hi ml 

This source also mistakenly says Cody-Dyer M&M was incorporated in 1902. The Lives and 
Legends of Buffalo Bill, by Don Russell, p. 434. 
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The old Campo Bonito Mining Company was reorganized and formed the Cody-Dyer 
Arizona Mining & Milling Co., with the hope of discovering more precious minerals. The 
company started with a capitalization of $5,000,000. By November the “gold mines” 
of Cody-Dyer M&M were shipping a carload of tungsten ore to Germany. 

The Cody-Dyer Company controlled forty five claims by February, 1911. Cody and a 
group of partners bought the Southern Belle gold mine in March, 1911, for $100,000. 
Capitalized at five million dollars, the articles of incorporation reserved the right to mine 
gold, copper, silver, lead, coal, and any other mineral found. Cody, Getchell, and R.G. 
Brady were among the incorporators. Dyer was not involved in the company, but he did 
help inspect the property. 

The mines at Campo Bonito contained gold, silver, and tungsten that yielded about $30 a 
ton. Tungsten was an ore used in hardening of steel and making lamp filaments. With 
new light bulbs on the market the demand for tungsten began to increase. The plant had a 
capacity to process one hundred tons a day. “In one part of the estate the ores run to gold, 
copper and silver, in another to lead, silver and gold, and in another section to gold, lead 
and tungsten.” That could be a profit of $2,000 a day, according to sources in the daily 
newspaper. Cody was known to carry around a pure gold nugget from Campo Bonito in 
his pocket. Worth $60 at the time, the 3.17-ounce nugget would be valued today at 
over $4,200. 1128 

Unfortunately for Cody there was a marked decrease in the overall production of tungsten 
in the United States in 1911. This was mainly because there was a lack of a market for 
tool steel for which tungsten was used. The price in 1911 ranged from $4.50 to $8.50 per 
unit depending on quality, quantity, and bargaining. However, the only deposit of 
scheelite in the state was at the Cody-Dyer mines. 


This source also mistakenly says Cody-Dyer M&M was incorporated in 1902. Cody archives. 
http://codyarchive.org/texts/wfc.css00226 .xml 

“Buffalo Bill in Big Mining Deal, Heads Company That Has Taken Control of Campo Bonito 
PropertyEl Paso Herald, November 1911. 

25 “Ships Tungsten from Mines At Tucson,” Weekly Journal Miner, November 22, 1911. Page 2. 
“Buffalo Bill’s Company,” Arizona Republican, Phoenix, Arizona, March 7, 1911. 

1127 Ibid. 

Gold was valued at $18.93 an ounce in 1911. 

“The Tungsten IndustryEngineering and Mining Journal, Vol. 93, January 6, 1912. Page 30. 


331 



Treasures of the Santa Catalina Mountains 


Cody passed through Tucson again in the winter of 1911 to visit Campo Bonito, where a 
five-stamp Merrill’s mill was working on scheelite ore and turning out high-grade 
tungsten concentrates, 30 used in X-rays and light bulb filaments. 

Getchell, Cody’s general manager at Campo Bonito, encouraged Cody to invest in other 
prospects. A quartz mill was erected in October. In December, 1911, the Cody-Dyer 
syndicate took over the Cash group on mines in Yavapai county near Prescott. Cody 
also invested in an oil claim discovered in 1911 near Agua Caliente. Cody sent $6,500 
worth of tools and machinery to drill for the oil. 

Over the next few years Cody stayed in Oracle during the moderate desert winters so he 
could see how his investments in his mining ventures progressed. Cody often stayed at a 
little house at Campo Bonito with the miners for weeks at a time while his wife, Louisa, 
stayed at the comfortable Mountain View Hotel in Oracle, a few miles away. 

On Christmas Day in 1911, “Buffalo Bill” Cody played Santa Claus to two hundred of 
the mine workers’ children in Oracle. 


The Coconino Sun, February 10, 1911. 

“News of the TerritoryThe Coconino Sun, February 10, 1911. 

132 “Ships Tungsten from Tucson,” Weekly Journal Miner, November 22, 1911. 

133 Ibid. 

134 “Buffalo Bill is Now Yavapai Operator,” Weekly Journal Miner, December 13, 1911. 

135 “Buffalo Bill’s Oil Prospects,” Arizona Republican, January 8, 1912. 
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This is one of the tunnels among the Campo Bonito mining claims. There are still several open tunnels, pits 
and gravel dumps in the area. 
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1911: Cody’s Nines Supply Tungsten For Edison 

W hen inventor Thomas Edison needed tungsten to make his 
light bulbs, he turned to William Cody and the Cody-Dyer 
Mine in Oracle, Arizona, for the precious metal. 

By February 1911, after three years of operation, the Cody-Dyer mines had a five-stamp 
Merrill’s Mill operating on scheelite ore and turning out high-grade tungsten 
concentrates. 

By November besides Colorado, Tucson was considered one of the major shipping points 
for tungsten. A carload of tungsten ore was taken from the Cody-Dyer Mining & Milling 
Co., shipped to Hamburg, Germany, to be used “in commerce and the arts.” 1136 

"As every man in it is already a millionaire in his own right, with an 
abundance of producing investments, and both the gold and tungsten 
properties have been developed to a surety and the owners are disposed to 
push development to the limit, there is little doubt as to that development 

1137 


To accommodate the processing of the tungsten and gold ores, two forty ton mills were 
installed with another 100-ton mill planned at an expense of nearly $100,000. 

Thomas Edison and Cody were friends, when Edison’s company needed the tungsten ore 
to fuel his new inventions, he purchased it from Campo Bonito. 

A few years earlier Edison had discovered the X-ray by “his application of a form of 
tungsten- Tungstate of calcium- and made it possible to look into a man’s body and at 
his bones.” Edison also created the tungsten lamp. 


!6 “Ships Tungsten from Mines at Tucson,” Weekly Journal Miner, Prescott, page 2. Arizona, 
November 22, 1911. 

1137 Ibid. 

ls “Cody-Dyer Arizona Mining and Milling Company Cash Sheet for Month ending 29, Feb, 1912. A. 
Edison $2651. Received front N.H. Getchell” from The Business of Being Buffalo Bill: Selected Letters 
of William F. Cody, By Sarah J. Blackstone, page 87. 

“Ships Tungsten from Mines at Tucson.” Weekly Journal Miner, Prescott, page 2. Arizona, 
November 22, 1911. 
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Cody was hopeful that after closing a contract with Edison, he, Edison, would build an 
“electrical reduction works” and purchase the entire output of the property. That 
never materialized. 

Cody again visited his mines in the Catalinas the following February, 1912, along with 
L.W. Getchell when the territory of Arizona was finally admitted into the United 
States. 

There was a rumor that Cody was interested in a Senatorship from Arizona when it 
became admitted as a State in February, 1912, but there was concern that Cody, with his 
rough style of dress and longhair, would not fit into the decorum of Washington, D.C. 
That rumor also never materialized. 

The Cody-Dyer mine was steadily producing scheelite ore in thirty-six locations in 1912. 
At the time the nearby gold producing Southern Belle Mine was under bond to Capt. John 
Burgess. 

But the prosperous venture had some hidden issues unknown to Cody at the time. 


Denver Times, December 25, 1911. 

Tombstone Epitaph, Tombstone, Arizona, February 25, 1912. 

12 “Washington News,” The National Tribune, Washington D.C., March 23, 1911. And, Arizona 
Republican, March 7, 1911. 
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1912: Ewing Shakes lip campo Bonito 

E Dward J. (Ernest) Ewing, a mining engineer, joined the Cody- 
Dyer team at Campo Bonito in early 1912. He saw large 
outcrops of quartz on the Morning Star claim of the Southern 
Belle mine group which “rose some 25’ or so above the surrounding 
limestone.” He also observed some dire problems. 

Out of concern for his mining property, Cody decided that he and his wife Louisa should 
pay a visit to the mine in Oracle February, 1912. L. W. Getchell, the Camp Bonito 
consulting manager, and Mike Russell, one of Cody’s enterprise managers, accompanied 
Cody. Dyer turned to Ewing for advice on his investment and to look into its affairs. 
Ewing, the grandson of Col. Daniel Burns Dyer, was dispatched to Campo Bonito to 
assess its progress and deal with some “dubious practices.” He expected to stay only a 
few weeks, but ended up spending decades on the claims. 

Ewing arrived in February and met Cody and Capt. John D. Burgess at the Santa Rita 
Hotel in Tucson. Burgess, a well known mine promoter, had given the Bonito claims over 
to Cody through Getchell. Burgess held several other claims and had done some road 
building in the Canada del Oro. He also operated the Pontatoc mine north of Tucson on 
the southern slope of the Catalinas. This was one of sites that are speculated to have 
pre-American ruins near Ventana Canyon. 

According to Burgess’ description, floods from the Santa Catalinas apparently deposit the 
gold placers found in the Canada del Oro in intervals. The gold is deposited throughout 
alternating stratas of deep red, clayey material nearly uniform in thickness of three to four 
inches and probably formed between floods. “All the gold is found in well-rounded 
nuggets ranging from fifty cents to five dollars in value.” Apparently a sixteen pound 
nugget of gold with about forty percent quartz was reportedly found, but the discoverers 
were murdered in their camp sixteen miles northwest of Tucson. 

The Business of Being Buffalo Bill: selected Letters of William F. Cody, 1879-1917, by Buffalo 
Bill, Sarah J. Blackstone. 

Miscellaneous Notes Re: Campo Bonito, by E.J. Ewing, May 3, 1945. Pages 5-7. The Ewing 
Report was written decades after he first met Cody. Ewing eventually became one of the principles in the 
MaudinaTungsten Mine in the 1940s. 

45 See chapter on the Stone Church in this edition. 

Arizona Gold Placers and Placering, by G.M. Butler, Arizona Bureau of Mines, University of Arizona 
Bulletin 132, Mineral Technology Series No. 24, 1932, pages 60. 
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Besides the glowing prospects, there were several problems that Ewing found within days 
of his arrival. Ewing felt that the Bonito mill overall was in good operating shape, but he 
suspected mismanagement and believed the investment was more of a scheme. 

He caught a worker spiking a load of scheelite to make it appear it had higher 
concentrates. Ewing also discovered that Cody was deceived in a sale transaction over the 
Bonito interests. 

Ewing suspected that there were questionable dealings made between Getchell and some 
local prospectors. It was serious enough for Cody to threaten Getchell with arrest and 
prosecution. Cody didn't follow through after Getchell gave up his stock and some 
money. Ewing fired forty-five miners and scaled down the project. He concluded that the 
company had spent $70,000 but did not receive much value in return. 

Cody tried to sell his interest to investors, including Thomas A. Edison who had been 
working on a patent that would reduce low-grade ores using the scheelite mined from the 
area. That didn’t happen. 

The Campo Bonito mine had closed on May 5, 1912 after Cody was said to have 
personally spent $100,000 on the property from the time he got involved with it. In 
July, with reorganization pending, a small group of men continued some development of 
the Campo Bonito mine. 

At this point, Cody and his team directed their attention to gold. The Cody-Dyer Mining 
& Milling Co. purchased the nearby Southern Belle gold mine and the Maudina Mine 
that were under bond to 'Jack’ Burgess. The company had thirty-six locations and had 
installed a forty-ton mill in 1912. “The ore is a scheelite gold ore that yields to the milling 
and concentrating process.” 1 The ore was also described as “disseminated sulphide 
carrying gold and silver values.” 1153 


“Miscellaneous Notes Re: Campo Bonitopages 7-10. 

1148 Ibid. 

The Lives and Legends of Buffalo Bill. by Don Russell, 435-436. 

1150 “Cody’s Mine Closed,” Bisbee Daily Review, May 8, 1912. 

“News of the State in Condensed Form,” Tombstone Epitaph, July 14, 1912. 

2 “Santa Catalinas And The Old Hat Mining Districts,” Bisbee Daily Review, May 14, 1912. 

“Santa Catalinas and the Old Hat Mining DistrictsBisbee Daily Review. Bisbee, Arizona, May 14, 
1912. And, “Arizona’s News of Interest,” Tombstone Epitaph. May 5, 1912. 
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Cody also filed a claim for the High Jinks Gold Mine in 1912. Johnny Baker, Cody’s 
foster son, left the Wild West Show to work the mine until Cody’s death. Cody “loved to 
watch the view at High Jinks, pitch pennies, and drink booze. He played Santa Claus for 
the Oracle’s children and rode in parades.” 1154 


In August, 1913, at age seventy, Cody had to dispose the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show 
and the Far East shows property in a public sale to satisfy creditor claims. 


Cody visited his mines again at Campo Bonito in December. “On the property are 
gigantic ledges outcropping of what was apparently country rock. A tramp assayer 
happened along and tested some of the rock and made a startling discovery that it was 
scheelite or tungsten.” 1156 



A one thousand share stock certificate issued to W.F. Cody from the “Cody-Dyer Arizona Mining & Milling 
Company. Signed by W.F. Cody, President. March 24,1913. 1157 The old stock certificates for collectors 
have brought up to $7,000 in value. Today, it is worth about $3,000. 


1 High Jinks Ranch Historical Documents, http://www.highjinksranch.net/ 

“Buffalo Bill retires to a private life,” Bismarck Daily Tribune, Bismarck, ND, August 22, 1913. 
1156 “El Paso Herald," El Paso, Texas, December 14, 1912. 

Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave, Lookout Mountain, Golden, CO. ID# 74.0268. 
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Among some of Cody’s papers and list of stockholders was a sheet of “codes” apparently 
used to disguise activities among the miners. Written on a Cody-Dyer Arizona Mining & 
Milling Co. undated letterhead was a list of twenty one names and eighty five mining 
claims with a coded reference. Col. Cody was called “Governor,” Ewing was “Idaho,” 
the Southern Belle Mine was called “Beauty,” and the Pure Gold Mine was “Arkansas.” 
Whether it was part of a game to idle away time in between work or a true coded system, 
no documents have been found yet that used the codes. 

When the value of tungsten increased in the fall of 1915, Ewing advised Cody and Dyer 
to advance some operating funds and ramp up operations. Neither was able to make a 
move. Cody “was bled about white,” and Dyer died shortly after a long sickness three 
days before Christmas in 1912. 

Cody continued to perform until he died of kidney failure on January 17,1917, in 
Denver, Colorado, after contracting a severe cold,possibly during his last visit in Oracle. 
That was the world’s largest celebrity icon’s last performance, when he entertained the 
orphan children of Oracle that winter. 

“I remember it well,” Mary Ewing, wife of Ernest Ewing, Cody’s partner, reminisced. 
Cody went outside the schoolhouse and sat down on a rock. “He was perspiring and it 
was raining.” She called out to him, “Mr. Cody, you’re going to catch cold.” 

He replied, “No, Mrs. Ewing, I won’t catch cold.” 

But, shortly afterwards he got a pain in his back. He was taken from Tucson and then to 
Wyoming. He wrote back to Mrs. Ewing that he felt better. Cody died the next month. 


58 “Code,” Cody-Dyer Arizona Mining and Milling Co., Oracle, Arizona. 

Daniel Dyer died December 23, 1912. His estate was valued at $500,000. It was the “only venture 
wherein Dyer lost money.” From “Col. Daniel Dyer Stricken in His Unique Home, Clarendon,” New York 
Sun , December 23, 1912; and in The Business of Being Buffalo Bill: selected letters of William F. Cody, 
1879-1917, by Buffalo Bill, Sarah J. Blackstone. Page 94-96. 

Cody “appeared with the Sells Flo to Circus in 1914 and 1915 as a headliner. He had made a couple of 
bad agreements with the Circus' owner Harry Tamrnen and had to appear with the Circus both to satisfy 
them and some other obligations. In 1916 he was able to leave the Sells Floto Circus and appeared with 
the 101 Ranch Real Wild West until the end of that season, when he caught a cold and then died of uremic 
poisoning in January.” From Steve Friesen, Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave. BuffaloBill.org 

“Buffalo Bill Cody Answers Last Duty Call,” The Coconino Sun, Flagstaff, Arizona, January 19, 
1917. 
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Mrs. Ewing, who had married Ernest the year before, eventually gained ownership of the 
mines. 1,62 



W.F. Cody. By R. Zucker. 


“Woman Recalls Buffalo Bill’s Fatal Visit To Arizona in 1917,” by Jack Hanna Sr., Arizona 
Republic, Phoenix, Arizona. August 16, 1917. 
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Ewing Takes Control Oi Campo Bonito 


A fter Cody’s death Ewing secured a lease on his own and 
continued working the claims. Most of the debts of Cody- 
Dyer Mining & Milling Co. were paid off. 

One debt to Cody’s friend, Barney Link, was still due. Link died, and his estate secured 
title to the Campo Bonito property. Ewing managed the property in 1918 under an 
assessment contract and continued until September 1, 1943. 63 

Link’s heirs patented the claims, and Ewing along with his partner in the graphite 
business, Edward H. Molson, secured a bond and an option on the mines. After having 
success they later paid $20,000 for the property, plus a $20,000 loan repayment. They 
secured a patent in 1943 for twenty-eight of the twenty nine claims. The Cody claim on 
the south side of the group had been rejected because of insufficient work. 1165 

The claims by Molson and Ewing continued to be active through 1944 under the name of 
the Maudina Tungsten Mine. Molson acquired an interest in the property in 1943. Molson 
and Ewing also worked the nearby Pure Gold claim and extracted 1.51 percent tungsten 
from 7,825 tons of ore. A total of 15,000 short-ton units of W03 were produced. 

The Maudina mine was first worked for gold, then for tungsten. Two gold quartz veins 
cross the Campo Bonito property, and gold was found in the Cody tunnel, according to 
Molson. The Maudina Mine was named for Mrs. Maud Thomas of Tucson by her 
husband, a geology professor at the University of Arizona. Mrs. Thomas had cared for 
Cody and Burgess when they were in town. 

Ewing kept working both the Maudina and the Morning Star, an extension of the Pure 
Gold claim, but felt the profits were too small. He shut down the mine and let the option 


“Miscellaneous Notes Re: Campo Bonitopages 8-10. 

1164 Mineral Survey No. 4250. 

“Miscellaneous Notes Re: Campo Bonitopage 10-11. 

1166 “Tungsten Deposits of Yuma, Maricopa, Pinal and Graham Counties Arizona,” by V.B. Dale, U.S. 
Dept, of Interior, Bureau of Mines, Report of Investigations #556. 1959. Page 52. 

Ibid. Page 52 and 61. 
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to the Southern Belle lapse. Ewing later discovered a hand-size chunk of Wolframite in 
the area. 1168 

Even though Ewing all along had discounted the wealth and prospects of the mines, he 
continued to work on them for more than three decades. The Morning Star claim is now 
on property privately owned by the YMCA 

Cody’s impact on Oracle still remains with the Cody Trail, Cody Tunnel, and Cody 
Loop, all near the Campo Bonito properties. 

Campo Bonito was much maligned for being a money pit. Perhaps its riches were 
embellished to gain Cody’s investment. However, Cody did find success with his gold 
mining venture next door at the Southern Belle mine. 



The burned out remains of a fireplace and foundation of the mess hall at Campo Bonito. 


1168 


The Business of Being Buffalo Bill, pages 94-96. 
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Another tunnel at the Bonito Mine possibly used for storage of explosives and supplies. 
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“Throwing snowballs in front of Buffalo Bill’s old mine near Oracle,” January 1938, courtesy of Dwight and 
Christy Schannep, American Antique Mall, Tucson, Arizona. 
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The Southern Belle Nine 

1881: Gold Extracted From Southern Belle 


“The Southern Belle mine is one of the few in the Santa Catalina 
Mountains which has produced any significant quantity of auriferous 


T he Southern Belle mine is one of the most well known gold 
mines in the Santa Catalina Mountains. It was also one of the 
holdings of “Buffalo Bill” Cody that returned a profit. 

By the time Cody got involved, the Southern Belle had been a profitable gold producing 
mine. 

“The gold is generally fine and free, any pyrites which formerly existed having been fully 
oxidized. The quartz is reported to be richer in gold where there is no galena.” The 
report further stated “there are an estimated 85,200 straight tons of indicated resources of 
auriferous vein material along the full strike length.” 1 It suggested, however, that was 
not economically viable to leach out the remaining gold. That was when the mid-1994 
price of gold was $387 an ounce. 

The Southern Belle has been idle for decades and remained on private property. But its 
illustrious career as a major gold producing mine has endured in Arizona history. 


Mineral Appraisal of Coronado National Forest. Part 5, Mineral Land Assessment, 1994. U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Mines, Santa Catalina-Rincon District. UAiR. 

USGS: Southern Belle is a past producer of gold and silica. Dolphin M S 1837 Patented; Apache Peak 
Cons. Mng.Co Property; Southern Belle M S 687, Patented; Careless M S 4090, Patented; Cross Town 
M S 2155-A, Patented; Apache Girl MS 1837, Patented; Morning Star Group. MRDS M241 166, Deposit 
ID 10162340. From mindat.org: http://www.mindat.org/loc-63390.html 

Ibid. Appendix A41. 

1172 Ibid. (A41) 
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‘Struck it Rich’ At The Southern Belie 


T he famous Southern Belle gold mine is located about one mile 
ENE of Apache Peak and two and a half miles south of the 
American Flag Hill. The gold mine was close to Campo 
Bonito, just over two miles southwest. 

The original find was known for sometime among prospectors in the late 1870s, 1173 
however, the ledge stood as high as one thousand four hundred feet and was 
impenetrable. C.G. Gillette and his partner, Capt. JJ. Young, were prospecting the claim 
in 1880 when that fall Mrs. Gillette, who had an interest in mining saw “no harm in 
trying,” penetrated the cap rock and “struck it rich.” She named the ledge the Southern 
Belle and gave half interest to her husband and his partner for prospecting the claim. The 
specimens that contained gold through the whole quartz assayed from $5,000 to $20,000. 
Visible gold could be found through the whole ledge. Among the other claims Mr. 
Gillette held was the nearby Morning Star, a visible four-foot silver ledge. Mrs. Gillette 
was lauded for her accomplishments by breaking sexual stereotypes among miners, but 
the sight of a feisty woman pounding out gold from the mountain probably seemed like a 
spectacle. 

From 1881 to 1906, there were 18,666 st (tons) of auriferous quartz vein mined from the 
Southern Belle. Gold mineralization was a flat vein or “blanket” that dips twenty inches 
to thirty inches and about four feet of quartz below and two feet above a parting layer of 
red shale. E.W. Rice had bonded Isaac Lornine (correctly spelled as Laurin) several 
mining deeds to the Southern Belle in 1881. By the next year a four-foot vein of gold 
ore was yielding $20 to $40 per ton in gold. The claim was being developed; it showed to 
be very promising. Two years later Isaac bonded his claims to an eastern company 
that was taking out “ten tons of ore” for a mill test. The vein was reportedly five-foot 


Mineral Appraisal of Coronado National Forest, Part 5. U.S. Department of the Interior. Bureau of 
Mines. MLA 25-94 1994. Page A40. 

“Old Hat District- Rapidly Coming to the Front as a Great Mining Camp- Recent Important Sales of 
Claims- The Imperial, Southern Belle and Others,” Santa Catarina was used in spelling. Arizona Weekly 
Citizen, September 4. 1880. 

Mineral Appraisal of Coronado National Forest. Part 5. Page 12 and A40. 

1176 Arizona Weekly Citizen, May 22, 1881. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 22, 1882. 
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wide. A few months later a trail was made from the mine to the Ada mill and the new 
Southern Belle Mining company. With Col. J.R. James as superintendent, it is expected 
to pack out bullion from the rugged mountains soon. By August there were twenty 
tons of ore a day being turned out. 

The Southern Belle mine was reached by a stagecoach that ran in 1884 from Tucson, 
passing “La Punta de la Sierra, Pueblo Viejo, up Canyon del Oro” and around the western 
foothills to Oracle. 

Misfortune befell the Southern Belle in the summer of 1884 when in June Charles 
Hudson, manager of the Hudson & Co., was accused of carrying on mining business with 
bank money. Among the charges was a questionable overdraft of $18,147.57. The 
Southern Belle went into litigation with an assurance it would eventually resume to pay 
its dividends. 1 

Despite the Southern Belle's legal troubles, as word of gold in the Santa Catalinas got out 
several other nearby strikes were made. S. E. Hall worked his Telfair mine about four 
miles south of the Southern Belle and averaged $56 in gold; the Cap mine assayed $60 in 
gold. Hall expanded his claims to the Tobe, Gold Hill, and Empire. The Telfair is a 
“mammoth ledge, the cropping along being over sixty feet wide.” The “ore is a rusty 
yellowish quartz, light and honeycombed, assaying up to several hundred dollars.” Hall 
reported he had a thousand tons of one hundred dollars of value in sight, but it was not 
the richest claim in the region. 

By February, 1885, a ten stamp mill was proposed for the Southern Belle property. 11 A 
survey on June 17,1885, mapped out three-tunnels and a shop between them, plus a 
grade for the mill. 


1 " s “Mining Matters,” Arizona Weekly Citizen, March 25, 1883. From the Florence Enterprise. 
Arizona Weekly Citizen, May 12, 1883. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen. August 11, 1883. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen .January 19, 1884. 

182 Arizona Weekly Citizen, June 7, 1884. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, August 2, 1884. 

184 Arizona Weekly Citizen, August 1, 1885. 

Arizona Sentinel, Yuma, Arizona. February 21, 1885. 

186 Survey 687. July 2, 1885. 
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Within a month after the mill started in December 31,1885, twenty men were 
employed, 11 and within two months $7,000 in gold already had been shipped. From 
1885-1888, the Southern Belle reportedly produced “considerable quantities of gold.” 1190 
The camp had a post office and store operated by J. L. Clark. The Mammoth and the 
Mohawk mines were the only other two that produced any profitable quantity of gold 
bullion. At the time a bar of gold bullion- produced in ten days worth of effort- was 
valued at $9,000. 1192 

The Southern Belle gold mine had already shipped about $7,000 worth of gold by 
February, 1886. At $18.86 an ounce at the time, that would have been over three 
hundred and seventy one ounces - more than twenty three pounds of gold. With today’s 
prices, it would have been worth $4.82 million. 

By that summer Samaniego’s stagecoach was running twice a week from Tucson to the 
Southern Belle. George B. Brajevich, who had the Cross Town claim adjoining the 
Southern Belle, came into Tucson one mid-August afternoon in 1886 to show off some 
large specimens of free gold, “although much of the rich ore does not carry an visible 
metal.” He and his partner Mr. Johonnet believed several claims in the Catalinas, 
including the Southern Belle, had some promising prospects. The large ledge they dug 
from assayed about $40 per ton on average, and free gold was seen in “almost every 
piece of rock broken from the ledge.” 1197 


Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 2, 1886. 

Tombstone Epitaph, January 26, 1886. 

Tombstone Epitaph, February 20, 1886. 

“Mineral Appraisal of Coronado National Forest, Part 5.” Page A40. 

The History of the Lower San Pedro Valley in Arizona, by Bernard W. Muffley, 1938. Page 26,69. 
UAiR. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, March 20, 1886. 

Tombstone Epitaph, February 20, 1886. 

Gold value in 2013 is about $ 1,300. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, September 11, 1886. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, September 18, 1886 
Arizona Weekly Citizen, January 15, 1887 
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James W. Fellows, a wealthy New Yorker who had an interest in mining near Oracle, 
claimed 20 acres of land southeast of Campo Bonito in June, 1888. ' He received a 

Mineral Patent Lode for 10.4 acres for the Southern Belle section. Col. Lewis said the 
mill would start running in August, 1888, to crush ore furnished by the Messrs. Brajovich 
(sic) after having been idle for a while. 

In the summer of 1893, Capt. J. D. Burgess threatened if the Canada del Oro Company 
resumed the Silver Belle operations, he would stop the operations. He deeded the Silver 
Belle mine to the CDO Company for $25,000, which was still due to him, and another 
$21,000 in advanced stock. Fellows continued to work seven patented claims on the 
property until he died in 1897. A Sheriffs Sale was held in August, 1897, to satisfy a 
recovered judgment against Fellows who owed $275.85 plus interest. The title of the 
Southern Belle was auctioned off in front of the courthouse in Florence, Arizona, on 
September 20,1897, 1202 after which then the property went into litigation over his estate. 

After a long absence of activity, in 1905 Thomas Wilson, administrator of Fellows’ 
estate, filed an application for a $45,00 bond to the Southern Belle group of gold mines. 

W. W. Ward became a principle interest in reopening the Southern Belle mine in 
early January, 1906. It was reported that the Southern Belle mining properties “produced 
considerable gold in the past, the ore having been run through a ten stamp mill located on 
the ground.” 1 To resume work, only the possibility of refurbishing of the mineshaft is 
needed. The stamp mill would be used, and some new machinery would be added. Two 
and a half miles of pipeline was finished by April. J. Knox Corbett and Roscoe Dale were 
named as interests in the property. About one hundred men were soon expected to 
work in the mine, a known gold producer. : " 


Survey No. 687. Plat of the Southern Belle Mining Claim, Old Hat Mining District. Surveyed by 
George Roskruge, June 17-18, 1885. Plat dated: July 2, 1885. Lot No. 44. U.S .M.M. No. IV. 

“Fellows, James W., Southern Belle,” June 25, 1888. General Land Records, Document # 14165. 
U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. T 10S, R 16E, Section 20. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, July 28, 1888. 

Arizona Weekly Citizen, August 19, 1893. 

Sheriff’s Sale, Florence Tribune, October 2, 1897. 

“The News of Tucson and of Pima County,” Arizona Silver Belt. November 20, 1905. 

Arizona Silver Belt. Globe City, AZ January 11, 1906, page 2. 

Bisbee Daily Review, January 17, 1906, page 2. 

Bisbee Daily Review, May 25, 1906, page 3. 
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1908-1910: Southern Belle Closed, Then Resumes 


“This property is an old gold producer.” I2 "' 


A fter producing over “one million dollars in gold,” the 

Southern Belle was again temporarily closed down in 1908. 

1208 

The national price of gold was $18.95 per ounce at the time - “one million dollars in 
gold” weighed nearly fifty three thousand ounces or almost thirty three hundred pounds. 
At today’s value of around $1,200 an ounce, the load would have been worth 
$63,324,000. 

The nearby Mammoth mine on the San Pedro had also produced “millions in gold” by 
1908. Both mines were declared to still be in their infancy, but were closed because of 
accidents or mismanagement. 

By the end of the year in 1909, the Southern Belle group resumed operations with a ten 
stamp mill. Through Tucson attorney John B. Wright who represented the Fellows Estate, 
William Taylor of San Francisco and his attorney H.J. Mclsaacs secured a $45,000 bond 
on the Southern Belle. When alive. Fellows had refused $250,000 for his property. 


Bisbee Daily Review, December 2, 1909, page 8. 

IS “Pinal County Rich in Gold and Silver,” Bisbee Daily Review, February 16, 1908. 

Historic Gold Prices- 1833 to Present, Prices from 1883-1994, World Gold Council. Taken from Timothy 
Green's Historical Gold Price Table, London prices converted to U.S. Dollars. Per troy ounce. The $18.93 price 
of gold remained consistent from 1833 (at $18.93) through 1918 (at $18.99). 52,770 ounces or over 3,298 
pounds 

10 “Pinal County Rich in Gold and Silver,” Bisbee Daily Review, February 16, 1908. 

The Oasis, Arziola, Arizona. December 18, 1909. 
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A few days later the Southern Belle was “taken over by practical mining men of 
California and Nevada.” The property, the newspaper noted, was closed fifteen years 
earlier after the former owner’s death and had since been held in his estate. 

In February, 1910, an article titled “Pinal County Rich in Gold and Silver” reported that 
this week the old Southern Belle mill began crushing ore after being idle for ten years. 
The paper credits Hugh J. Mclsaacs and associates of San Francisco who had gained 
control of the property. 

The hopeful owners believed that “the property produced a large amount of gold in the 
distant past and will duplicate that record in the future.” 


Daily Arizona Silver Belt, Globe, Arizona, December 5, 1909. 
Bisbee Daily Review, Bisbee, Arizona, February 2, 1910, page 6. 
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1911: Cody Acquires The Southern Belle Gold Nine 

W illiam Cody, who already had the Campo Bonito mines, 
publicly confirmed his purchase of the old Southern Belle 
gold mine in April, 1911. His partner, Major L. W. 
Getchell, wanted to duplicate the mine’s successful record as a gold 
producer. 


Getchell spent the summer putting the property into shape while Cody went to join his 
Wild West Show back east. Cody considered returning in November and remaining 
permanently in Arizona. 

By February, 1911, the Campo Bonito Mining Company went through reorganization as 
a new corporation called the Cody-Dyer Mining & Milling Company with Col. W. F. 
Cody as president. His partner, Daniel B. Dyer, served as the secretary and treasurer; 
Getchell was the consulting engineer. 

They started with a $5,000,000 capitalization, but no stock was for sale, so that “every 
man in the company is already a millionaire in his own right.” One of the assets of the 
purchase of the new company was the Southern Belle mine property. Together with the 
Campo Bonito property, they had 40 claims they could develop. A one hundred ton mill 
and new converters were to be installed at the Southern Belle. 

For $14,000 Noble Getchell, son of L.W., negotiated the arrangements for the Southern 
Belle with R.G. Brady. Col. Dyer provided a note for the purchase. Brady had an 
agreement that Noble was to receive half of the purchase price as commission, but Brady 
left for Kansas City and sold the note, and never returned. When Cody learned about the 
deceit, he threatened the Getchells with prosecution. They both gave up their stock 
interest and some money. L.W. left the company, although there was no proof he was 
involved in the fraud. 


4 “Col. Cody Confirms Report of Mine Purchase,” El Paso Herald, El Paso Texas, April 5, 1911, Page 
10 . 

Ibid. Also The Oasis, Arizola, Arizona, April 1, 1911. 

1216 “Buffalo Bill in Big Mining Deal, Heads Company That Has Taken Over Campo Bonito,” El Paso 
Herald, El Paso, Texas, November 18, 1911. 

“Mining Adventures of Buffalo Bill Cody,” by Juanita Daniel Zachry. True West Magazine, April 
1990.Page 40. 
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After the Southern Belle mine became the property of the Cody-Dyer M&M operations, 
the claim was passed on to Capt. Jack Burgess. The property was made up of nine mining 
patents and four unpatented claims. There was a ten stamp mill on the site. By then the 
Cody-Dyer M&M operation had thirty six locations throughout Campo Bonito with a 
forty-ton mill. 

“Additional names which apply to this location: Southern Belle MS587 
patented claim; Dolphin MS 1837 Patented claim; Cross Town MS 2155- 
A Patented claim; Careless MS 4090 Patented claim; Apache Girl MS 
1837 Patented claim; Apache Peak Consolidated Mining Co. property; 
Ewing property; Careless; Gold Bug; General Hancock; Fortuna; Happy 
Thot. Mineralization is a tabular ore body hosted in Dripping Spring 
Quartzite and Bolsa Quartzite.” By 1960, there were 12-patented mining 
claims. The mines produced scheelite, galena, pyrite, dolomite and 


Cody died in 1917, and the Southern Belle silently continued operation until all visible 
remaining lode was extracted. 


18 “Santa Catalina Mountain’s And The Old Hat Mining Districts,” Bisbee Daily Review, Bisbee, 
Arizona, May 14, 1912, page 5. 

Mindat.org mineral report on “Southern Belle Mine (Southern Belle Group; Morning Star 
property/claims), Apache Peak area, Campo Bonito, Oracle District (Control District; Old Hat District; 
Santa Catalina District), Santa Catalina Mts, Pinal Co., Arizona, USA.” 
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1930-2010: Southern Belle Passes To New Owners 

B etween 1930 and 1932, leasing and development of the Southern 
Belle Mine continued by Molson & Co., a graphite company. 

In 1931 Elizabeth L. Wood recorded a certificate of receipt for the Careless Mining lode 
claim. Mrs. Woods leased the properties while others worked the land. By 1934 the 
main portion of the Southern Belle was mined out and in 1945 the Campo Bonito Mines 
acquired the property along with several other neighboring sections. 

In 1990 the Newmont Exploration Company, a Denver company, acquired options on 
fifteen of the mineral patents in the area of the Southern Belle Mine and also staked thirty 
eight new mining claims on the Coronado National Forest as far east as the eastern slope 
of Apache Peak. Their interest was in investigating deep gold targets with diamond 
drilling. 1222 

Pinal County public records show eighteen claims, and the BLM mining claims 
document a long string of claims and affidavits of labor from that time through 2010. 
Evidence of annual assessment work for mining claims/mining sites must be filed and 
recorded yearly to keep labor and mining claims current. Today the Southern Belle is an 
abandoned mine on private property. It is not necessary for a property owner to file a 
claim to mine. 

The greatest gold mine in the Catalinas can end up in a backyard, but glory cannot. 


There was also a Southern Belle mine near Tombstone, one in Yavapai and others 
throughout the country, but they were not connected with this Southern Belle in Campo 
Bonito. 


U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office Records. 

1221 Ibid. 

Mineral Appraisal of Coronado National Forest, Part 5. Mineral Land Assessment MLA-25-94, 
1994.Page 14. 

1223 Arizona Weekly Citizen, April 3, 1880. 

4 Weekly Phoenix Herald,December 1, 1882. 
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The rolling hills in the Campo Bonito Mining District, just south of Oracle on the north side of the Santa 
Catalina Mountains, covers hundreds of acres and had dozens of early American mining claims spread 
through the valley. William “Buffalo Bill” Cody said he walked one hundred and fifty miles in these hills when 
he owned mining claims at Campo Bonito. 
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An abandoned mining tunnel near Campo Bonito. 
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The Historic High Jinks Ranch 



The historic High Jinks Ranch is on private property hidden in the northern mountain hills. While Buffalo Bill 
Cody never stayed there, his foster son constructed the ranch years later. 
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1933: High jinks Ranch Built in Campo Bonito 

O n the north side of the Santa Catalina Mountains near Oracle, 
Arizona, the High Jinks Ranch stands as a monument to a 
long history of mining and perseverance. 

The property once was owned by “Buffalo Bill” Cody as part of the Campo Bonito 
mining camp years before the ranch house was built. 

The stonemason two-story home, called La Casa del High Jinks, was built by Buffalo Bill 
Cody’s foster son Johnny Baker in 1933 and displayed Buffalo Bill’s memorabilia until 
1945. 

Johnny Baker (Lewis H. Baker) was the founder of the Buffalo Bill Memorial Museum 
(The Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave) on Lookout Mountain, Colorado. 

Six miles south of Oracle, Arizona, the privately owned, patented property called Campo 
Bonito District is surrounded by the Oracle State Park, next to the Coronado National 
Forest. The building complex is on the National Register of Historic Places in Arizona 
(1966). 

Until his death in 2007, it had been the home of E. Dean Prichard who spent three 
decades preserving the property and helping open the Arizona Trail. Today, many hikers 
stop off near the High Jinks Ranch to rest along the Trail. 

The historic property still contains deposits of black diorite, once used for statues and 
jewelry by ancient Egyptians, King David, Queen of Sheba, and others in the Middle East 
over three thousand years ago. The hardness and durability of the stone allows it to be 
carved into figurines and other artifacts. It is in this area the famed Cody Stone is found. 


1225 


http://www.buffalobill.org/ 
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The archway leading to the High Jinks Ranch, built by Dean Prichard in the 1980s. The ranch house was 
constructed by Buffalo Bill Cody’s foster son Johnny Baker. The ranch was the site of a movie production 
and may contain one of the Campo Bonito mining claims. Campo Bonito is just south of the ranch. 


Johnny Baker was well known for his exquisite juniper woodcarvings from cigarette 
boxes to large coffee tables. Experts at the University were puzzled how Baker acquired 
local juniper timber because there was a forest fire in the early 1700s that wiped out all 
vegetation. 

Baker didn’t want to reveal his source as he was afraid others would rob his supply. He 
revealed that he found the “underground workings of the Esperanza mine” as named in 
Harold Bell Wright’s book THE MINE WITH THE IRON DOOR. According to this story 
related by E. Hobart Molson who took over the Campo Bonito properties, Baker had used 
the “stulls that the padres installed to hold the hanging wall” to make his beautiful juniper 
wood carvings. 


Letter from E. Holbart Molson, Molson & Co. Graphite Division, La Jolla, California. February 15, 
1974. Molson sent a copy of a map of Campo Bonito and related this story about Baker to the Buffalo 
Bill Historical Center in Cody, Wyoming. 
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William Carter stands among the debris from the legendary Lost City in the Santa Catalina Mountains. The 
spot may have also been built over as the Hartman Homestake mining camp at the turn of the 20 th Century. 
Photo courtesy of William Carter. 
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Catalina Camp - Marble Peak 


C onsiderable mining activity has been ongoing around Oracle 
Ridge, at least, for hundreds of years. The portion of the 
mountain range that extends from Mt. Lemmon and the 
community of Summerhaven northward toward Marble Peak is rich in 
copper and other minerals. 


For hikers, the Oracle Ridge is a portion of the popular Arizona Trail. It passes the old 
Oracle Ridge Mine and the former Catalina Camp where E.O. Stratton, Francis Hartman, 
and others staked numerous claims in the 1880s through the early part of the 20 th 
Century. 

The Oracle Ridge Mining District was originally part of the Old Hat or Control Mining 
District. Dozens of claims around Marble Peak were consolidated into the Phelps Dodge 
Copper Company in 1910 and the Daily Arizona Copper Company in 1937. The property 
exchanged hands numerous times over the decades. 

Now this area is so remote it takes horseback or a full day to hike in and out. It is difficult 
to believe that hundreds of men worked and lived in this desolate area. At one time there 
were numerous building and a store to support a small community. 

Besides being an active mining site, the Oracle Ridge area has had some legends tied to 
this region, and ruins have been buried deep in the hills that point to earlier inhabitants. 


The Control Mines (1939), Continental Copper, Inc. (1968), Union Mines (1977), South Atlantic 
Ventures, Southern Copper Corp. (188), Santa Catalina Mining Company (1993), Marble Ventures 
(2005) and Oracle Ridge Copper Co. (2010). Source: Review of the Oracle Ridge Mine Project for Gold 
Hawk Resources Inc., prepared by Glenn R. Clark. August 20,2010. Pages 26-29. 
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Old Mexican Coin, Artifact Found 


N earby the Catalina Camp is where a 1812 Mexican coin and a 
rusty old iron pick were discovered in the 1980s by several 
seasoned hikers. 

The coin was found near a tunnel on the west side of Oracle Ridge. The buried coin may 
have been from a payment made to a Mexican or early Anglo miner and lost in the dirt. 
Both items were turned over to the U.S. Forest Service and reviewed by the Arizona 
Historical Society. 1230 


Miners could have used the iron pick because the Iron Door legend indicates the mine 
was so rich, the gold was cut out by a hacheta that resembled in shape and size the 
recovered artifact. 1231 



The 1812 Mexican real discovered at Catalina Camp in 1988. The coin is archived by the U.S. Forest 
Service. Next page, close up of coin. Photos courtesy of William Carter. 


Reported to the U.S. Forest Service in 1981 by WilliamT. Carter. 

Letter to Mr. William Carter from James A. McDonald, Forest Archeologist, Coronado National 
Forest, United States Department of Agriculture. November 14, 1994. 

Letter to Mr. William Carter front Mark Santiago, Collections Manager, Arizona Historical Society. 
July 10, 1995. 

As reported by William Carter. 
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The copper coin is determined to be an authentic Mexican 1812 two-real piece minted by 
the Insurgent Government of Jose Maria Morelos, one of the fathers of Mexican 
Independence. It is unlikely it was used as payment for miners because in the mid to 
late 19 th century Americans conducted business mostly in Mexican gold and silver. The 
iron pick could not be explained either. 1233 

Since there were mining activities in the area during the early to mid-1800s, it could help 
explain the discovery of an 1812 Mexican coin at nearby Catalina Camp. Prior to the 
Americans only Mexicans and maybe the Spaniards mined the area. 



The rusty iron pick and 1812 Mexican rea/coin dug up near Marble Peak at the Catalina Camp site. Photo 
courtesy of William Carter. 


Letter to William Carter from Mark Santiago, Collections Manager, the Arizona Historical Society, 
July 10, 1995. 
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